
AS omniscient and perfect as the Scribe por-
tends to be, occasionally even he is prone to
error. A short while back we became aware of

a history of the band that was done many years ago
by one of the original Members of the Band. It
informed us that the first Member of our Band to
become Potentate of Aleppo was a Clarence G.
Young who eventually also went on to become
Treasurer of Aleppo as well. No current Member of
the Band recalls Illustrious Sir Young but we have
every reason to believe that he served Aleppo well.
(If anyone does have a recollection of Ill. Young, we
would very much appreciate your sharing it with
us.) This revelation does nothing to diminish our
pride in having a current Member of the Band serv-
ing as this year's Potentate and we are delighted to
see that he has performed admirably despite some
uncooperative weather and other difficulties along
the way. 

Since our last report, we have participated in a
number of additional Parades including Millbury
and Marlboro.

The Millbury Bi-Centennial Parade was a joy to
participate in. We look forward to doing new

parades each year and this one more than filled
that desire. Band turnout for the day was moderate
but the performance we put on was not in the least
diminished by that nor was the reception we
received from the audience. We were also given an
official Bi-Centennial Banner and that now adorns
our Band Room. We are all looking forward to par-
ticipating in Millbury's Tri-Centennial Parade if
not some other Parade in the Town sometime soon-
er. 

The Marlboro Labor Day Parade is always an
event that we look forward to but this year brought
with it unique issues. The weather forecast for the
day was ominous but the turnout for the day was
excellent and as we left Wilmington things were
looking good despite the clouds. The trip to
Marlboro was relatively uneventful but when we
arrived the skies opened up and we all took refuge
on the bus until things settled down. Shortly after
we arrived things did seem to get better and we set
about putting the float in order. As usual, we were
scheduled to step off someplace towards the end of
the Parade and that meant that we had a fairly
long wait which afforded us the opportunity to
watch some other units step off before us  and, to
our satisfaction, some of them performed much bet-
ter than we had seen them do in the past. As time
approached for us to step off, the rains started to

make their way back onto the scene. Fortunately
we came equipped and prepared for modest rainfall
and that seemed to want to be the case for the day
and miraculously our horn section was not affected
by the weather (our horns are reed instruments
and when the reeds get wet the ability to play the
instruments gets to be quite difficult). The first
stretch of the way went along fairly well with some
moderate rain interspersed. As usual, we noticed
some dancers in the crowd and were pleased to see
that audience participation despite the weather.
Marlboro always produces some of the better
dancers that we see throughout the year and this
year was no exception. Of particular note was a
Great Dane dog who we observed leaping and bark-
ing in time with one of our tunes - it was incredible
to see and one of those moments that can only be
described as "priceless." We made it past the danc-
ing dog and then, about half way into the Parade,
the skies opened up and we experienced a torren-
tial downpour the only solace of which was that it
meant that our uniforms would be clean for our
next outing. Despite the soaking, we all enjoyed the
Parade and look forward to returning to Marlboro
next year. We believe that we put on a very good
show despite the weather and we very much appre-
ciated that the audience held strong through the
weather as well. 

We did not attend the Northeast Shrine
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CELEBRATING OUR 62nd YEAR  
Rehearsals on Thursdays at 6:30 PM
From the First Thursday in January
To the Third Thursday in November

Oriental Band Room
Second Floor

99 Fordham Road
Wilmington, Massachusetts 01887-0578

Exit 39 off Interstate 93

Visit our website at: 
http://www.oband.mysite.com

By THE ORIENTAL BAND SCRIBE
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