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THE Cycle unit recently
returned home from
Cornwall Canada after

a successful competition
at the Northeast. We took
home three trophies
including first place for the
two wheel division drill,
and second place in both the slow ride
(David Veo) and the obstacle course
(David Mann). Our hardworking team is
led by Captain Al Popoloski, First
Lt. Ron Morse, Lt. David Iannelli,
and Sargeants Al Valente and
David Mann. The winning competi-
tion team included: Rob Havener, David
Iannelli, Rod Kreimeyer, David Mann, Al
Popoloski, Al Valente, David Veo.

We’ve had a busy year filled with parade perform-
ances, fund raising and volunteering. The unit held
a very successful Comedy Night in May featuring
several nationally recognized comedians and our
well stocked raffle. For the second year, David
Iannelli worked tirelessly selling tickets and plan-
ning our food menu. Thank you to our Aleppo
Stewards for all of your help. The Fez room was full

of laughter, but not over-
sold. Please do not miss
our Third Annual
Comedy Show next year.
Watch for our advertis-
ing beginning next
March.

Our Shriner's chil-
dren's picnic, held at
David Veo and Lady
Laura’s home this past
June, was one of the best
yet thanks to our
Spanish speaking inter-
preters; one of which is a

new Shriner, Joe
Bartello and Marietta

Tortola, a translator at
Boston Children’s Hos -
pital. As most of you
know, we provide servic-
es to children worldwide
and it is not unusual for

our picnic to have a group of parents
and children who do not speak English.
With the help of the interpreters, the

Cycle Unit was able to fulfill the
needs of our guests as well as make
them feel at home.  
The day began with a motorcycle

escort from Concord center, leading the
Shriner’s bus to the festivities. This year the
Shriner’s Hospital outpatients were all teenagers.
We were touched by their upbeat attitudes and
willingness to join in the fun playing soccer; riding
in the Veo’s golf cart; and exploring the fire truck,
ambulance and police car generously donated by
the Town of Acton. Our unit spent the afternoon
giving motorcycle rides to all who were daring
enough to don a helmet and explore the open road.
The children even made a visit to Stoneymeade
Farm’s horse barn next door. All enjoyed an
impromptu musical presentation by two of our
guests, one is a patient who learned to play the
piano while here at the hospital. A special thank
you to the Clown Unit for always sharing your spe-
cial talents at our picnics. It was truly a great day
and reminded us all why we work so hard. 

We have an active group in the Cycle Unit and
are always looking for new members, whether or
not you ride. Welcome to our newest members:
Jim Appleton, Sean Connolly, Ron Rao, and
Jim Melanson. We have a competition team and
also welcome any of our members to participate in
the parade on one of our ten Aleppo Harleys.
Consider becoming a part of this dynamic group.
We meet on Tuesdays at the Shrine and welcome
new participation.

By DAVID VEO

E-MAIL THE ALEPPO NEWS AT:
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