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Peter K. Stone Peter A. Simmons
Recorder Illustrious Potentate

Shriners Hospitals for Children Helps Patients
Overcome Adversity and Discover their Potential

Shriners Hospitals for Children® is recognized nationally and international-
ly as a leader in pediatric spinal cord injury (SCI) rehabilitation. The SCI reha-
bilitation programs, offered at three of our hospitals, provide comprehensive
care that helps patients adapt to the changes in their lives and lead full, active
and healthy lives. Meet three former patients with SCI whose experiences with
the health care system have played a pivotal role in their personal and profes-
sional success.

JUAN GONZALES – Making Big Strides in Life
Growing up in Oakdale, Calif., Juan Gonzales was an up-and-coming bull

rider. At age 15, Gonzalez sustained a spinal cord injury when he was thrown
from a bull.

“I’ll never forget that day,” said Gonzales, who came to Shriners Hospitals
for Children — Northern California for care and rehabilitation. “Shriners
Hospitals really got me on track and helped me see life in a new perspective,”
said Gonzales.

As a student in the hospital’s school, Gonzales worked with the vocational
resource specialist to identify
suitable career paths, and
decided to pursue counseling
and psychology. He gained
practical experience helping
others by becoming a hospital
volunteer.

In December 2011, Gonzales
received his bachelor’s degree
in psychology from California
State University Stanislaus
and hopes to be a counselor.

“I want to help young people
know they can overcome chal-
lenges and find enjoyment in
life,” said Gonzales.

BILL BOGDAN
Former Patient Works to Improve Lives of People with Disabilities

Bill Bogdan, 41, was born with a neuroblastoma that left him with a SCI. He
first came to Shriners Hospitals for Children — Chicago at age 3.

“The hospital helped me become the person I am today,” said Bogdan, who,
in addition to being successfully
employed, is a husband, father and
homeowner.

As a young man, Bogdan volun-
teered at his local township’s commit-
tee on disability while he was earning
his associate’s degree. His accom-
plishments caught the attention of
Chicago’s Mayor’s Office for People
with Disabilities, where Bogdan
eventually became assistant to the
director. In 1998 he became the dis-
ability liaison for the Secretary of
State and in 2010 Bogdan was
appointed chair of the Illinois Council
on Developmental Disabilities
(ICDD) by the governor.

Bogdan is now a Shriner and hopes
to become more active in the fraterni-
ty that founded and operates the
health care system.

MICKI GREENSTEIN
Shriners Hospitals Helped Him Have a Positive Outlook on Life

When Micki Greenstein was 13 years old, he dove head-first into a shallow
creek and was paralyzed Greenstein was treated at Shriners Hospitals for
Children — Philadelphia.

“When I first came to Shriners Hospitals, I was depressed and didn’t want to
do anything to improve,” said Greenstein. “The staff stuck by me and helped
me realize that I had my whole life ahead of me.”

Now 34, Greenstein is a
hardworking, motivated indi-
vidual with a positive outlook
on life. After obtaining a bache-
lor’s degree in general studies
from Philadelphia Community
College, Greenstein worked for
several years in the nonprofit
field. His passion is computers;
he hopes one day to work in
Web design or teach classes in
computer skills.

These three stories clearly
indicate the long-term impact
Shriners Hospitals for
Children has on its patients.

Changes At Aleppo
years in this role, Jack had to step down for personal reasons. Good luck
Jack, we will all keep you in our thoughts and prayers. Thank you, Jack,
for all the help and support that you given to Aleppo for that last two
years of service and the many years as Lt. Colonel. After Jack’s announce-
ment, another bomb shell was still waiting that evening to be delivered;
Lt. Colonel James Williams announced that he too would also need to
step down from the Uniform Staff. Thank you, Jim, for your many years
of service to the Uniform Units. After two years it was time again to look
for a new Colonel.

So after many years, of having a fixed, leadership team for the Uniform
Units, we found ourselves looking for a whole new leadership team. When
you consider the 25 plus years of service of Emeritus Colonel Charles
Rivers and his staff members gave during that time period, and the 14
years of Chet Paris’ service, the Divan was facing a daunting task. To find
a team, that would develop and continue this long standing tradition of
Aleppo and our Uniform Units of participating in all the tour of duty
parades. In addition, we also had time restraints that we had to overcome.
With the fall parades looming, such as Labor Day in Marlboro, NSA Field
Days in Bangor and the Uniform Units Potentates Reception in July, time
was of the essence to find a new Colonel quickly.  

We were very lucky, that Captains Gerome “Jerry” Matteo and Earle
Voigt, stepped up and with the assistance of the Recorder organized
July’s Potentates reception. It has a huge success and both Captains con-
tributed a lot to that evening’s success. Thank you Jerry and Earle for all
you did.  But, we still needed a Colonel for our August Heads of Units
meeting. 

After consulting with the Divan, Illustrious Sir Peter Simmons was
able to make one phone call and he was talking to our next Colonel. He
had a Noble who was interested and committed to serve Aleppo in any
capacity. After 30 years as Rollo, Noble Ernest Pearlstein was ready to
move on in our organization. Ernie is not just a “clown.” Besides being
“our most photographed” clown, he’s always involved and working in Blue
Lodges and Grand Lodge. He was elected Jr. Grand Warden in 2005 and
presently is the Service Committee Chairman, Past President of the
I.S.C.A., Personal Aide to Imperial Potentiate Al Madison. One could
write five pages detailing his accomplishments in our fraternity and it
would still be missing a lot. Ernie is very involved Freemason. Besides
being involved Ernie understands our fraternity and will be a very good
Colonel for Aleppo’s Uniform Units for years to come.     

Ernie has already made changes in his staff. Jerry Matteo has been pro-
moted to Lt. Colonel and Noble Larry Anderson has been added as
Captain. Good luck to both Nobles in their new positions.  

After several very interesting
interviews of potential candi-
dates the Potentate selected
Noble J.P. Howe, Sr., to be our
next Chief of Staff. JP is a prac-
ticing attorney in the Worcester
area. He is currently serving
Worcester County Shrine Club
as its president. JP joined our
fraternity in 2007. He was
raised in Boylston Lodge in
West Boylston. He joined
Aleppo in 2008 and is serving on
our Membership Committee. He
has been very involved since
joining his Lodge and Aleppo.
He is a member of Hillbilly
Clan, and currently the
Monarch at Aletheia Grotto in
W. Boylston. JP will make a
very good Chief of Staff and will
keep all of us busy parading for
many years to come.
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