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Motor Patrol
By BILL BALL

Fitchburg/Leominster Shrine Club

kids to the Shriners' Circus.
Now, we embarked on a program to recognize those friends who take the

time to support our aluminum collection program. We need to publicly
thank Neil Smith, at Goldstein’s in Worcester, for his generous time and
labor to process our tabs at his cost. That means we get what he does,
except, he pays the storage and labor costs to make sure our kids are taken
care of. Thank you Neil. He even accepted an old Buick Roadmaster alu-
minum rim. Maybe he will do cat cans???

My personal thanks to Jack, Trish, Nancy, Jean, Annie and the rest
of the gang at Fuad Court of the Oriental Shrine in Ayer, MA, for their par-
ticipation at the evening meeting in July. Some of us are supporting them
in all they do for our kids. If any of our brides would like to attend a meet-
ing please feel free to contact Skip and/or me to make arrangements. They
perform miracles for the children at our hospitals and they need our sup-
port. I will try and have the date for their next meeting with me for the
September and October meetings.

I cannot thank Skip Bataitis enough for his overall performance at the
Lobster Bake. He was all over the place shuffling food, helping with the
setup, organizing the tables, meeting and greeting people, making sure
everyone and everything was okay. Without his help it would not have hap-
pened. And he is a brand new grandpa being blessed with his first grand-
daughter at 11:50 P.M. the night before. Mother and child are fine and
accomplished it without grampy’s pacing. He stepped back in line, First

Vice President, when
it was apparent that
no one else could
devote the time. I will
be indebted to him
forever. So, thank
you Grampy!

The photos accom-
panying this article is
compliments of John
F. 'Skip' Bataitis.

Jon M. Bowdoin,
President – 978-597-
8776

John F. Bataitis,
Vice-president – 978-
597-8776

John Johannsen,
2nd Vice-President –
978-534-6201
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THIS has been a busy summer for the Motor Patrol. We
have been getting our cars ready for competition in
Hyannis in August. We start with the front end and

work  to the back of every car making sure that all the parts
are working well. We have greased all the fittings, replaced
broken parts, cleaned and replaced clutches as needed. We

cleaned up the cars and touched up the bodies as well. The
Motor Patrol has practiced as the weather has allowed

us to do. Past Captain George Fales Jr., our drill
instructor, has made sure that we have our routine
down for competition.

The Motor Patrol had their annual cookout for
the children from the Shriners Hospital for
Children–Boston on Saturday, July 30th 2011.
We were assisted by the Clowns, the Fire Brigade,
and the Mounted Patrol. The Motor Patrol had

their cars out for the children to have rides also.
The Fire Brigade had their fire trucks and golf carts

out to give the children a ride. The Mounted Patrol
had two horses and a pony to give rides also. The

Clowns were there to entertain the chil-
dren as well. The children arrived and
enjoyed the rides and at noon time, they
enjoyed a barbeque prepared by the Motor
Patrol members. There were hamburgers,
hotdogs, potato salad, chips, and the home-
made desserts were made by the Ladies of
the Motor Patrol. The Potentate, Ill. Jack
E. Grant Jr. and Lady Carol were the
guests of the Motor Patrol. Some Ladies of
the other units were  there to help out also.
The Motor Patrol was glad to see our

Captain Emeritus Arthur Marsillia come down to the bar-
beque as he has always enjoyed being at this event. The
Motor Patrol would like to thank the other Units for their
help in making this a successful one for the children. I would
like to thank our Ladies who helped out and also for the
desserts and goodies that were made for the children. We
should all be proud of the work we do for the children at
Aleppo.  

At our August meeting we had the pleasure of voting in a
new member, Spiro Xerras from Peabody, MA, a friend of
John Anezis. The Motor Patrol also was at the Membership
Barbeque in Ipswich in August. Our ladies had a chance to
get together with us as well. A good time was had by all. 

Before the Northeast Convention on Cape Cod, the
International 1st Vice President of the International Motor
Corp. Noble Jack Knight and myself, stopped by to visit
Captain Emeritus Arthur Marsilla in Woburn. Arthur was
glad to see Jack and they had a great time talking about the
times of the past Imperials they had attended over the
years.

All of the many hours spent cleaning the cars for their
inspection and the many many hours drilling for the compe-
tition at the Cape for the Northeast at the end of August,
paid off as we took first place in personal inspection as well
as the cars inspection. We also took first place in drill. The
Motor Patrol came home with two first place trophies. I
would like to thank the members who worked hard to make
this possible

The Motor Patrol participated in the Labor Day Parade
and we all went out to eat with our Ladies. The Motor Patrol
has two more parades, one in Everett, and Boston’s North
End. 

Happy Motoring

THE NOBLES and other attendees enjoy
the social hour before the sit down meal
and take out boxes.


