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HE Elias H. Tembenis Angels on Horseback Trail was dedicated at
ForgeWorks Farm on Sunday, June 1, 2008. Over 100 family and friends
of the Tembenis family were in attendance, including Senator Stephen

Brewer and many Ride With Pride supporters.  Brigham's Ice Cream provid-
ed ice-cream sundaes for the event. All in attendance were led by Harry and
Gina Tembenis down the trail for its grand opening.

The son of Noble Harry and Gina Tembenis of Worcester, MA, Elias trag-
ically passed away last November at the age of 7. Elias was one of Ride With
Pride's very first therapeutic riders. Therapeutic riding provided him with
increased trunk strength, improved communication and social skills, and
greater overall physical strength. Elias truly loved the time he spent at the
farm with the horses, and in particular, his favorite horse Monty.   In honor of
Elias’ life, Ride With Pride at ForgeWorks Farm named their riding trail after
him, calling it The Elias H. Tembenis Angels on Horseback Trail. The begin-
ning of the trail is marked with a bronze plaque showing a picture of Elias on
horseback. During his riding therapy, Elias would frequently talk about stars
and planets. The trail is decorated with those things that he loved and talked
about so much. The Mahans, owners of the farm, approached their own chil-
dren's elementary school teachers and the students of their classes at
Glenwood Elementary School in Rutland, MA, and they provided beautiful
planets, stars, and solar systems which were used to decorate the trail. 
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Local area Freemasons were among a group of 104 selected to receive the
Thirty-Third Degree, the highest honor of Scottish Rite Freemasonry. The
ceremony took place recently in Providence, RI, during the annual meeting
of the Scottish Rite Supreme Council. The degree is awarded for outstand-
ing service to Freemasonry or for significant contributions to humanity
that reflect credit upon the Fraternity. The recipients for 2008 were chosen
from the 15 northeastern and midwestern states that comprise the
210,000-member Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the United States.
Those from Massachusetts were (left to right):
(Front Row)
Alexander A. Bird, 8 Florence Avenue, Arlington, Supreme Council Staff
James R. Franklin, 43 Dexter’s Mill Drive, Teaticket, Retired Engineer
Robert E. Godbout Sr., 498 Franklin Street, Hanson, Retired, U.S.
Postal Service/Whitman Trophy Co., Inc.
(Back Row)
Peter R. Smith, 259 Wheeler Road, Marstons Mills, Dentist/Teacher of
Pharmacology
John A. Truesdale, 14 Adeline Road, Beverly, Retired, Railroad Freight
Sales
Kendall G. Jones, 230 Shore Road, Bourne, Retired Building Contractor
Alexander D. Campbell, 3 Orchard Lane, East Kingston, NH, Retired,
Computer Service

HRINERS Hospitals for Children ranked as one of the top three most
trusted nonprofit organizations in a recent survey of wealthy individ-
uals conducted by the Luxury Institute, an independent research

firm.
The New York City-based Luxury Institute conducts a variety of impar-

tial surveys and research to guide and educate extremely affluent individ-
uals and the companies that market to them on trends, net-worth consumer
rankings, and ratings of luxury brands and best practices.

This was the first year the institute conducted its Luxury Brand Trust
Index survey of nonprofit organizations, said Martin Swanson, the firm’s
vice president of business development.

Shriners Hospitals for Children ranked third among the most-trusted
nonprofits. Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia ranked first, and St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital ranked second.

“Being recognized as one of the top most-trusted nonprofit organizations
demonstrates that the medical care provided by Shriners Hospitals is high-
ly regarded and

respected,” said Ralph Semb, president and chief executive officer of
Shriners Hospitals for Children. “That’s a great honor for us.”

A sample of 1,666 consumers with an average income of $348,000 and an
average net worth of $3.7 million was asked to participate in the online sur-
vey. Respondents rated 41 national nonprofit organizations on several fac-
tors, including trustworthiness for delivering superior quality, customer
service, being innovators and leaders, using the highest legal, ethical and
moral standards, and being good corporate citizens. Fourteen of the non-
profits included in the survey were medical institutions or healthrelated
organizations.

“High-net-worth consumers are the largest donors and are expecting –
even demanding – measurable results, transparency, lack of conflicts of
interest and fiscal responsibility from nonprofits,” said Milton Pedraza, the
Luxury Institute’s chief financial officer.

“We should all be very proud of the fact that Shriners Hospitals has
received such a high ranking by this group of individuals,” said Semb.
“Their trust in our hospitals and our mission reinforces the fact that all our
22 Shriners Hospitals have been successful in honoring our number-one
commitment to provide exceptional specialty treatment to children who
need it, at no charge.” www.shrinershospitals.org
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SHRINERS HOSPITALS FOR CHILDREN is dedicated to improving
the lives of children through pediatric specialty care, innovative
research and outstanding teaching programs. This one-of-a-kind health
care system helps kids with orthopaedic conditions, burns, spinal cord
injuries, and cleft lip and palate defy the odds, at no charge.

HARRY AND GINA TEMBENIS, parents of Elias at the beginning of
The Elias H. Tembenis Angels on Horseback Trail marked with a bronze
plaque in Elias’ honor.

Harry Tembenis leads a group tour of the Elias H. Tembenis
Angels on Horseback trail.


