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Anaheim or Bust — Imperial Session Road Trip

By PETER SIMMONS

FIRST CEREMONIAL MASTER
Editors Note: This is the First installment of Peter
Simmon’s chronicles of his journey to the Imperial
Convention in Anaheim, California. Look in the
coming of the Aleppo News for the next installment.

This article is dedicated to the memory of Stephen
T. Bissett, Second Ceremonial Master and Aleppo
Cycles Unit member. A good husband, father and
friend to everyone he met. He will always be in our
hearts and never far from our memories.

Ever since it was announced that the 2007
Imperial Session would be held in Anaheim, sever-
al of the unit members talked about making the
trip across country. I can still remember the day I
sat in our unit room with Gerry Wentworth,
Doug Dodge, Rob Havener and the rest of the
unit discussing what a great trip this was going to
be and how eager I was to make the cross country
journey.

For anyone who professes to be a “biker” or what
we in the Cycles Unit prefer to be a called “motor-
cycle enthusiast,” a cross-country trip is a once in a
lifetime opportunity to prove one’s love of riding.
It’s the pinnacle of one’s riding career and is not
something that should be entered upon lightly. Ten
to twelve hours of riding in extreme heat, unrelent-
ing rain, heavy traffic and whatever else the road
throws at you is enough to challenge anyone’s men-
tal and physical well being. Although I must con-
fess that it took about all of thirty seconds for me to
decide I was taking this trip.

After much conservation and discussion amongst
the unit, three of us decided that we would be mak-
ing the journey cross-country. Riding with me
would be Gerry Wentworth, a veteran of a previous
cross-country trip and the unit’s unofficial tour
guide, and Doug Dodge, who, like me, would be
making his first trip cross-country.

Once we had set the roster of who would be rid-
ing, we then needed to discuss the route we would
take, what stops we would make and when we
would leave. Having ridden with Gerry on previous
trips to Denver and Baltimore; Doug and I bowed to
Gerry’s experience and let him plan our route out
west.
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A QUICK STOP in Ten

nessee for a quick rest and some photos and off again on their
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cross-country journey are Peter Simmons and Gerry Stangroom.

After a quick stop in Arizona, we planned to trav-
el to San Diego to visit Gerry’s grandchildren and
then on to Laguna Hills to visit with Gerry’s broth-
er Lenny. We would then end our journey in
Anaheim, California, arriving at the Imperial
Session on Saturday, June 30. With good weather
and safe riding we would spend eight days travel-
ing out west.

With the route set, we put our sights toward set-
ting a date to begin the trip. Because of our unit’s
involvement with the Shrine Football Classic and
the game having been scheduled for Friday, June
22nd, we set the start date for Saturday, June 23rd.

The days leading up to our departure date were
spent preparing our bikes for the long trip ahead.
When making a trip such as this, it is extremely
important that your bike be in good working condi-
tion. The last thing you want to have happen is to
be in a remote area with no cell phone service and
a bike that won’t run. So much of my time leading
up to June 23rd was spent changing oil, spark
plugs, air filter, radiator fluid and performing other
essential maintenance. It even included a hastily
arranged trip to the shop for a tire change and front
brake replacement the day before we were set to
leave.

Finally, the day arrived, and after a quick show-
er and some last minute packing, I kissed my wife

Noble Harry Tembenis
Computers to Cash to Children

By HERMES BOYATIS

News, when we described Noble Harry and
hippotherapy? Three proud, caring Hellenes

met recently at Noble Savvas's Manor Restaurant
in West Boylston. Harry fervently described the
wonders of therapy performed at ForgeWorks Farm
in Rutland, owned by Ted and Christine Mahan.
A computer specialist at State Street Bank,
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FORGEWORKS FARM had an Exhibition Horse show to showcase

Boston, Harry's work takes him to banks all over
New England. When he is not on the job, he uses all
of his free time to spread the word and seek fund-
ing for the Mahans. Harry promised to tell us in a
few days how the miracles reached his wife Gina
and their autistic son, Elias, personally. He
announced a gathering of miracles would take place
at ForgeWorks Farm in Rutland on July 28.

' We were there, ready for
an Exhibition Horse Show
for riders, trained horses
and horsemen, children,
their families, a happy day
for all! At the start, rain
was falling, and we waited
under protective gazebos.
At last, when it cleared we
witnessed the demonstra-
tion.

Politicians were there, as
well, including still another
caring Greek, State Repres-
entative Lew Evangel-
ides, who unsuccessfully
included a line item of
$25,000 for such helping
horses and helping chil-
dren. However, the Gover-
nor vetoed it. We hope for
better luck next time.

Aleppo Shriners, all of us
are ready to saddle up,
mount our steeds for the
Mahans and the Children's
Transportation Fund! More
to come, next issue.

the miracles they work with special needs children and adulis.

goodbye, hopped on the bike and headed out to
meet Gerry and Doug.

It was 5:20 AM, a cool 52 degrees and sunny on
that first day. It was a perfect morning for the start
of our journey. I arrived fifteen minutes before the
appointed hour only to find Gerry had already
arrived. Much to my surprise, Doug rolled up a few
minutes behind me and after a quick cup of coffee
and some orange juice we headed out down the
Mass Pike with nothing but miles of open road
ahead of us.

After a delicious breakfast, we were eager to get
some serious miles under our belts and quickly
headed down I-84 through Connecticut. Little did
we know that in just a short few hours we would
experience a serious bit of bad luck!

One of the things you find when traveling long
distances on your bike is how quickly you become in
tune with the road and your surroundings. With
every mile and each sweeping turn the bike slowly
begins to become an extension of you. There’s no
other feeling than gently swaying in the turns,
moving effortlessly through the traffic, listening to
your favorite music, the wind whipping past your
helmet and the sun gently warming your face. I had
just begun to get this feeling when suddenly the
reality and risks associated with motorcycling

continued on page 34

October 6, 2007

Ceremonial
Arch Degree

By CHARLES “BUCKY” BUCHANAN
THE October 6, 2007, Aleppo Shriners

Ceremonial will be privileged to witness

the revival of the symbolic and entertain-
ing “Arch Production.” This Masonic stage show
was last performed at the January 27, 2001,
Aleppo Ceremonial.

The purpose of the Arch Production is to dra-
matically give a modern explanation of the
Shrine philanthropy and the enormous charita-
ble contributions that Freemasons and Shriners
are making every day. It is also intended to ele-
vate the Shrine image to a level that others will
recognize as the most prestigious organization in
the world in which to belong.

Noble Harlan L. Woods, Director of the
Aleppo Ritualistic Degree Team, has put togeth-
er a super cast for this performance. The actors
will appear in the costumes appropriate to the
attire worn in ancient times and will use wooden
sleds to transfer the huge stones to the unfin-
ished arch.

The 12-foot arch is constructed, stone by stone,
while the cast narrates the script. The stage
work combines, orchestrates and highlights
Masonic, York Rite, Scottish Rites and Shrine
quality values into a unique educational and
entertaining story of the Nobility.

The main attraction at the end of the perform-
ance 1s the welcome arrival of a patient who has
been treated at the Shriners Hospital for
Children.

Don’t miss the October 6, 2007, Ceremonial.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


