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THE Springfield Shriners Hospital cel-
ebrated National Nurses Week with a
special dinner honoring the nursing

staff on May 17. During the celebration,
members of the hospital’s leadership team
expressed their gratitude to the nurses for
their commitment to providing exceptional
care to patients and families. Guest speak-
er, Joan Harovas, RN, from Integrative
Medicine at Saint Francis Hospital provided
an excellent presentation on the importance
of “care of self” and the 2016 Daisy Award
recipient was announced. 

This year nine nurses were nominated by
colleagues and families for the Daisy Award.
Marie Kane Danis, RN a 35 year employee
of the hospital and the inpatient nursing
supervisor was this year’s worthy recipient.
Marie was nominated for her dedication to
the care of children and her effective leader-
ship and communication style with every-
one she encounters. Upon accepting her
award, Marie stated, “I am so honored and
emotionally moved to receive such a presti-
gious award. I would like to congratulate all
of the other nominees and feel they are all
equally deserving.”

The purpose of the DAISY Award at
Shriners Hospitals for Children is to honor
and pay tribute to the special human consid-
eration our nurses’ give to our patients and
families as a very important part of their
healing experience. Diane Brunelle, MSN,
RN, Director of patient care services and
chief nursing officer at Shriners Hospitals
for Children in Springfield said of Marie,
“She is truly a dedicated, knowledgeable
nurse and she truly cares about the children
at Shriners Hospital in Springfield and is
most deserving of the DAISY Award.”

In 1999, the DAISY Foundation was
formed by the family of J. Patrick Barnes,
who died at the age of 33 of complications of
idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura (ITP).
Patrick approached life with a positive spir-
it, befriending others and helping in any
way he could. He was a natural mentor and
shared his phenomenally positive outlook on
life with a wide network of family and
friends around the country. The DAISY
Foundation was established by the Barnes
family to keep his special spirit alive.
DAISY is an acronym for Diseases
Attacking the Immune System.

Celebrating the Compassionate
Care of Extraordinary Nurses

ON June 16, franchisee owners from Dunkin’ Donuts located
throughout Hampden, Hampshire and Franklin counties
in Western Massachusetts presented the proceeds raised

from the 5th Annual Dunkin’ Donuts Iced Coffee Day to the
Springfield Shriners Hospital. On May 25, Dunkin’ Donuts stores
sold medium iced coffees for 99 cents, with 50 cents from each cup
going to the hospital.

Over 48,000 cups of iced coffee were sold that day, bringing in a
total of $24,430 to support the hospital! The donation will go
towards the purchase of EOS Imaging technology, an ultra-low
dose radiation imaging system, using 91 percent less radiation
than traditional X-ray. Investment in this technology will ensure
our commitment to providing the highest quality and safest
patient care to the children we serve.

Thank you to our friends at Dunkin’ Donuts and all the coffee
lovers out there who purchased an iced coffee and participated in
this fun and exciting event! We look forward to it every year!

Iced Coffee Day Results


