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EVERY year, Shriners Hospitals for Children® chooses two patient
ambassadors to represent the thousands of children who receive care at
the health care system’s 22 facilities annually, regardless of the ability

to pay. The Ambassadors will share their stories to inspire others and raise
awareness of Shriners Hospitals for Children.

Meet Hunter Woodhall and Jérémy Gabriel, the Athlete and the Artist, our
2012-13 Ambassadors. They were introduced after the premiere of the video
which tells their stories, “Two Worlds Apart – One Place of Hope,” during the
public relations presentation at the recent Imperial Session of Shriners
International in Charlotte, N.C.

THE ATHLETE:
He plays basket-

ball, football and soc-
cer; he wrestles; he
runs track, snow skis,
swims and roller
blades, all with two
prosthetic legs.

Hunter Woodhall,
13, was born with
fibular hemimelia of
the left leg. The con-
dition is a shortening
or absence of one of
the two bones in the
calf, which may
require amputation
or bonelengthening
procedures to correct.
In addition, his right
ankle was fused.

The Woodhalls had a difficult time finding information about Hunter’s con-
ditions. After exploring options that offered no real hope, the Woodhalls con-
tacted Shriners Hospitals for Children.

After consulting with a team of experts at the Tampa, Fla., facility, the
Woodhalls proceeded with the amputation of Hunter’s feet. After his surgery –
at just 11 months old – Hunter was soon walking and running around. He has-
n’t stopped since.

Later, the Woodhalls moved to Syracuse, Utah, where Hunter became a
patient of Shriners Hospitals for Children – Salt Lake City. Hunter is a
straight A student and an accomplished athlete. The team of experts at
Shriners Hospitals for Children – Salt Lake City has always provided options
to help Hunter be able to do anything he wants to do, including fitting him
with some of the first Flex-Foot Cheetah custom feet that the hospital had ever
provided, as well as special liners for wrestling, in addition to his prosthetic
legs for daily use.

THE ARTIST:
He has sung for both Céline Dion and the Pope; he has recorded two

albums and co-authored a book. He was born deaf.
Jérémy Gabriel, 15, of Quebec City, Canada, was born prematurely with

severe facial malformations and other complications requiring intensive care.
Jérémy was finally diagnosed at six months with Treacher Collins Syndrome,
a rare genetic disorder. In addition to head, skull and facial deformities, chil-
dren with this condition generally have absent or malformed ears, which can
cause hearing loss.

Jérémy was referred to Shriners Hospitals for Children – Canada at age 5
for treatment. There, the family met Lucie Lessard, M.D., a plastic and cran-
iofacial surgeon. Dr. Lessard suggested a BAHA (Bone Anchored Hearing Aid)
Implant, which Jérémy received in June 2003, at age six. After the surgery,
Jérémy was fascinated with sound, and discovered he could sing. In fact, he
has perfect pitch. Jérémy is scheduled for additional facial reconstructive sur-
gery later this year, including surgery to reconstruct his cheekbones, as well
as surgery on his jaw, which should improve his breathing and chewing.

Jérémy now attends a high school specializing in performing arts, where he
is an excellent student. He is preparing for a career in the music business.

Shriners Hospitals for Children is proud to have been able to provide expert
care to both Hunter and Jérémy, and wishes them every success in the future.

Watch Two Worlds Apart – One Place of Hope stories on
www.youtube.com/shrinershospitals.

To obtain copies, please contact the public relations department at 813-281-8162.

Introducing the 2012-13 Shriners Hospitals
for Children Patient Ambassadors

JÉRÉMY GABRIEL (LEFT)
WITH HUNTER WOODHALL (RIGHT).

ON September 23, 2012 NASCAR
Sprint Cup driver David Ragan
will be racing in Loudon, NH at the

New Hampshire Motor Speedway in the
Sylvania 300. During this race, David’s
sponsor, Front Row Motorosports has
donated the advertising on his #34 Race
Car to Shriners Hospital For Children.
For this one race only, David’s car will be
decked out in a full Shriners and Shriners
Hospital For Children paint scheme.  

To commemorate the event, Shriners
International has been given the opportu-
nity to have its membership trailer locat-
ed in the speedway’s vendor.  Shriners
from six NSA Shrine Temples will be on
hand to answer questions about Shriners
and to sell commemorative die-cast ver-
sions of David’s #34 car. If you would like

to volunteer to assist with this effort
please contact the Potentate and he will
get you the information. All volunteers
must purchase a race day ticket for
$30.00 to work as the vendor area is
located inside the track.

If you would just like to go watch the
race and be a part of this great event,
Aleppo has purchased 20 discounted tick-
ets and they will be available on a first
come, first serve basis for only $30 (regu-
larly $49). You will be in a special section
designated for Shriners. If you are inter-
ested, contact the Potentate and he will
provide you with the ticket one you pro-
vide payment. Call the Recorder’s Office
at 978-657-4202.

Let’s support this great event and have
20 of our Nobles at the Raceway.

Shriners Going To Nascar

THE FRATERNITY
One hundred forty years ago, the Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of

the Mystic Shrine, or more familiarly, Shriners of North America (now
Shriners International) was established. The new fraternity, designed to
add fun and camaraderie to the Masonic experience, was born of discus-
sions among a group of Masons who gathered regularly for lunch, and was
formed and founded by two of those Masons – William J. “Billy”
Florence and Walter M. Fleming, M.D.

Over time the fraternity flourished and expanded. Today, there are 195
chartered temples, hundreds of thousands of members, and thousands of
affiliated clubs located throughout the world.

In 1922, the fraternity began its official philanthropic efforts, opening the
first Shriners Hospital in Shreveport, La. Today, Shriners Hospitals for
Children is a health care system with 22 facilities in three countries, and is
recognized worldwide as a leader in specialized pediatric health care, inno-
vative research and outstanding medical education opportunities.

This year, as we celebrate the fraternity’s 140th year, we honor both the
vision of the fraternity’s founders and the continued dedication and com-
mitment of the members to the ideals of brotherhood, camaraderie, family
and service. We also acknowledge with gratitude their creation of Shriners
Hospitals for Children to improve the lives of children. Given such a
rewarding and generous past, the future of our beloved fraternity can only
be something worthy and wonderful.

THE PHILANTHROPY
Shriners Hospitals for Children is celebrating its 90th anniversary this year.
After the first Shriners Hospitals for Children opened in Shreveport, La.,

in 1922, Shriners established hospitals in Honolulu, Minneapolis and San
Francisco (relocated to Sacramento, Calif., in 1997) the following year. In
1924, the developing health care system expanded to Portland, Ore., St.
Louis, and Spokane, Wash. By the end of the decade, there were 14
Shriners Hospitals for Children, including one in Canada.

The Mexico City location was added in 1945, and the remaining
orthopaedic hospitals were added slowly between 1952 and 1985 – the lat-
est one in Tampa, Fla.

The three hospitals originally dedicated specifically to pediatric burn care
were added in the 1960s, and the Northern California hospital – the only
one in the system offering care for all four care disciplines – opened in 1997.

Today, the fraternity’s philanthropic effort is a network of 22 pediatric
specialty facilities in three countries, offering care for pediatric orthopaedic
conditions, burns, spinal cord injuries and cleft lip and palate, regardless of
the ability to pay.

Together, the fraternity and its philanthropy have improved the lives of
nearly 1 million children.

COMMEMORATIVE ITEMS
To celebrate these milestones, the organizations created some commem-

orative items:
• A 140-page coffee table book, Shriners – A Pictorial Celebration –
140 Years of Fun, Fellowship & Philanthropy
• Mini-documentary DVD, Shriners – A History of Brotherhood
and Compassion, provides a personal view of the fraternity
and health care system
• A vintage-style commemorative pin
The items can be ordered online at http://support.shrinershospitals.

org/Anniversary, with proceeds benefitting Shriners Hospitals for
Children.

We congratulate both organizations for their many achievements and
look forward to what they will accomplish next.

Happy Anniversary!
www.shrinersinternational.org www.shrinershospitalsforchildren.org

2012: A Year to Celebrate Our
Fraternity and its Philanthropy

In 2012, we celebrate the 140th anniversary of the Shriners fraternity and
the 90th anniversary of Shriners Hospitals for Children®.

GETTING A drivers-eye view behind the wheel of David Ragan’s race
car is Aleppo Colonel of the Uniformed Units, Ernest A. Pearlstein.


