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Northeast
Camel Caravan

SHRINERS and Shrine Clowns are all about helping kids. When one of our
own is affected it really brings our mission even more into focus. Maybe
you know, maybe you don’t, but Jack Betts (aka Hoo-Me) has a grand-

daughter; Callie Stapp, that has battled since birth to get healthy. Jack is
‘one of our own’ and personally, my favorite Joey. He is perhaps most recog-
nized as Oliver Hardy (Laurel & Hardy) and has been the single most impor-

tant, significant and
imaginative driving
force behind Aleppo
Clown Circus skits
for at least the past
12 years. He is also
the grandfather to
Callie.

Callie will be 7 in
August. She has
what is called
‘DiGeorge syn-
drome’. It’s defined
as a deletion in chro-
mosome 22 and it
exhibits itself in
many, many ways.
With missing DNA,

Callie was missing some essential body parts. She was missing a pulmonary
artery and a thymus. She had global delays and a debilitating GI condition.
Callie has had 69 hospital admissions in her lifetime. This doesn't include ER
visits and ambulance and medevac rides.  

Despite being told she would be, at best ‘brain-dead’ due to the complications
of her medical conditions, Callie reads, walks, and talks; has beaten her heart
defect and now has a shot at living a normal lifespan. Callie's immune system
continues to improve and functions almost normally, despite entirely missing
a thymus.  

The only place in the world, the only doctor in the world, that would take on
Callie’s heart related issue, missing her pulmonary artery; is a Dr. Frank
Hanley working out of the Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital on the Stanford
University campus in Palo Alto California.

Despite all of her improvements, in November 2007, Callie's bowels died
entirely. She was given hours to live. The organ transplant team came down
to evaluate what organs would be harvestable. Living days longer than expect-
ed, they brought her in for surgery to see what was going on with her small
and large intestine. She was not expected to survive the surgery. "Do Not
Resuscitate" orders were given. During that surgery, they found that tissue
that was previously dead was alive again. This is considered medically impos-
sible but verified by a roomful of surgeons. After that, Callie’s mom Karen says
she knew, despite the medical challenges thrown at Callie that God intended
for her to live. Over the past few years, Callie's disabilities seem to be disap-
pearing one by one. She is truly a miracle.

Callie is also a fighter. She obviously got this trait handed down to her from
her mother, Jack’s daughter Karen. Maybe it even comes from Jack and his
wife Kathleen.     

Starting in early March, as we began preparing this year’s circus skit, Callie
was once again going through another set of complications. During that whole
time, all through March and into April, Callie and her Mom were fighting
every step of the way. Today and I say this with my fingers crossed, Callie is
doing well but her treatments continue. Good thing she and Karen are such
fighters. 

The message to us as Clowns, Shriners and just people concerned and com-
mitted to helping children is that our effort counts so keep fighting. We don’t
have to look far to be touched even when you may not be aware of it.

One of our Own...
By JIM JIM(BO) BAXTER

ALEPPO CLOWN UNIT SECRETARY

THE Northeast Camel Caravan held its annu-
al camping weekend at Bayley’s Camping
Resort in Scarborough, Maine, on June 1-3.

Although the weather did not cooperate this year,
an enjoyable time was had by those attending. Our
numbers have grown from four couples in 2008 to
seventeen this year. Our membership includes
Nobles from Aleppo, Bektash and Kora. We would
welcome more campers from any of the Northeast
Shrine Centers.

Friday night the group headed for Ken’s Seafood
Restaurant for some of Maine’s best and then set-
tled back around the campfire. Yes, we did get a
campfire in before the deluge of rain on Saturday
and Sunday. Portland got over 7” of rain in a 24
hour period. All of our activities on Saturday were
under cover thanks to Tom Bayley and his staff.
Their hospitality was outstanding. The boat trip we
planned got rained out, that will have to be for
another time.

Officers elected for the coming year were Camel
Herder  Glen Lalumiere (Kora); Trail Boss Mike
Collins (Kora); Scout Tom Hargreaves (Aleppo);

and Secretary/Treasurer Fred Simmons
(Bektash).

New members welcomed to the Northeast Camel
Caravan from Kora were John & Cindy Berrill,
Tom & Theresa Casamassa, John & Pat
McAlevey, David &
Pam St. Pierre,
Gerard “Red”
Therrien and from
Bektash Bob & Dottie
LaPlume Leonard.

We will be camping
again at Bayley’s on
September 7-9. Those
members attending the
NESA Field Days in
Bangor, Maine, will be
camping at the Pumpkin
Patch Camping Resort
in Hermon, Maine.  Any
Noble and his Lady
interested in joining us
is welcome.  Call Fred
Simmons at 603-625-
9509 for more informa-
tion.

Aleppo Shriners
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STATED BUSINESS
MEETING

Tuesday, September 25, 2012 at 5:00 p.m.

ALEPPO SHRINE WILSON ROOM

STATED BUSINESS MEETING

Reading of the Recorder’s records.
Act on any other business

that may come before the order.

Peter K. Stone Peter A. Simmons
Recorder Illustrious Potentate

Photo taken around Christmas 2009: left to right Noah (almost 11 now),
Cosette (Cozy will be 9 this June), Jack (aka Hoo-Me) and Callie, short-
ly before her heart surgery. Callie will be 7 in August.

CALLIE, NOAH AND COZY.


