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By THE ORIENTAL BAND SCRIBE

Aleppo Oriental Band

Summer In The City

OT Town - summer in the city - and things
clearly have been heating up for us in the
past few months. Though we had a modest

turnout for the NEWTON PARADE due to a num-
ber of personal conflicts and some illnesses, our
turnout for all parades and events since then has
been spectacular and has surpassed even our
expectations. Turnouts have been some of the best
we have experienced in the last few years and our
performances reflect that. Additionally, we have
attracted some new members to our fold and the
prospect for others looks good. More importantly
our new members are relatively young, talented,
and enthusiastic and that bodes well for our future.
So let’s get to the details.

We had a large turnout for the SOMERVILLE
Memorial Day Parade and left the audience danc-
ing in the streets. Despite the warmth of the day,
we also managed to stop under shaded areas when-
ever we drew to a halt and that made things enjoy-
able too.

At the WILMINGTON Memorial Day Parade we
had an even larger turnout and put on another
spectacular performance. Even STEVE CAPPERS
came down from MAINE to be with us and his con-
tribution to the effort was much appreciated.

At the JUNE CEREMONIAL we had a large
turnout as well. In addition we were visited by
ERIC HOLT’S son, DR. JONATHAN ANDREW
HOLT, from Nashville, Tennessee and ASIYA
SHRINE and several people dropped by expressing
an interest in joining the BAND. One of those indi-
viduals signed up at the time and we welcome
JONATHAN LAPOMARDO to the BAND. JON has
some musical talent and has expressed a desire to
join our horn section. The Thursday after the CER-
EMONIAL, JON attended his first rehearsal and
by the following week he was already playing the
musette! During the CEREMONIAL we also con-
vinced ALEPPO PAST POTENTATE, STEVE
ERIKSEN, to parade with the BAND for the
PARADE and REVIEW as a gong player and he did
a great job at it. We are hoping to convince STEVE
and his wife to join the BAND permanently as the
DYNAMIC ERIKSEN DUO.

On June 17, 2010, we also had a grandson of one
of our current members visit us expressing an
interest in joining the BAND upon his Shrine initi-
ation which is to take place at the SEPTEMBER
CEREMONIAL. This individual has expressed a
desire to become part of our percussion section and
more particularly, the drum section. He has indi-
cated to us that he has some training with drums
and, during his first visit, demonstrated his ability
to quickly pick up our beats. We are all looking for-
ward to this individual joining our UNIT in
September.

In the meantime, other BAND prospects are said
to be interested and we look forward to meeting all
who are so inclined. 

At the JUNE QUARTERLY MEETING of THE
GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS it was
announced that ROBERT L. GOODWIN, a MEM-
BER of the BAND, has been nominated to be a
GRAND REPRESENTATIVE to BRAZIL for
GRAND LODGE. This is a well deserved honor
based on BOB’S extensive service to the FRATER-
NITY and we CONGRATULATE him on this
accomplishment.

On June 21, 2010, a group of BAND MEMBERS
along with a distinguished suite from GRAND
LODGE including THE GRAND MASTER (who
presided over the event) attended the THIRD
MASONIC DISTRICT LODGE OF INSTRUCTION
in Arlington, Massachusetts where one of our mem-
bers, ROBERT JOHNSTON, was awarded a

JOSEPH WARREN DISTINGUISHED SERVICE
MEDAL. CONGRATULATIONS BOB!

On June 24, 2010, WAYNE FREEDMAN,
nephew of MEMBER, JACK ZIMMERMAN, joined
the BAND. WAYNE is a former ALEPPO CLOWN
and is a current ALEPPO CHAPLAIN. We welcome
WAYNE to the BAND and look forward to his par-
ticipation with us.

On June 26, 2010, we participated in the early
July 4th Parade in BRAINTREE, MASSACHU-
SETTS. Once again, a large turnout of Members
assured a good performance by us. We managed to
keep the crowd dancing on the sidelines and even
coming up to us to ask about the nature of our
music - all signs of a satisfying performance which
we hope everyone enjoyed.

Logistics involved with attending the IMPERIAL
SESSION precluded our attendance there and dif-
ferent logistics may preclude our attendance at the
NORTHEAST FIELD DAYS in HALIFAX though
we are continuing to work on that.

We are working on getting new BAND shirts - not
uniform shirts - sometime this year and we also
anticipate doing a traditional LOBSTER BAKE
GET-TOGETHER sometime in AUGUST.
Somehow it just won’t seem the same without
NICK MARKOS doing the arrangements but that
is something that we will have to get used to and
we very much expect that NICK will be there in
spirit anyways.

Things are going well for the BAND - drop by and
see what we are up to. REHEARSALS are every
THURSDAY NIGHT from 6:30 PM to 7:30 PM from
Mid-January to Mid-December with very few
exceptions.

Finally we are able to turn to our continuing
efforts to introduce you to the various members of
the BAND.

NOBLE JOHN E. KELLEY is currently our
fourth most senior member of the BAND. He was
one of six children born of parents from
Newfoundland who independently moved to the
United States and met and got married in Chelsea,
Massachusetts where they raised their family.
Though JOHN denies that there is any IRISH her-
itage involved here as well, as you will see later, we
have reason to doubt that assertion.

John grew up and attended Chelsea Schools and
graduated from Chelsea High School in 1955.
Thereafter he joined the NAVY and spent four
years with them during which time he attended
many service related Electronics Schools. After
leaving the NAVY, JOHN applied his Electronics
training to acquire a position as a Service Engineer
for Martin Co. As such, he was involved, with the
company, in the building of the Nike Control
Center for the US Army Nike Installations around
Boston and Providence in the early 1960’s. OK - so
who remembers the old Nike missiles and their der-
ivation? Answer, essentially they were the progeny
of the WWII German missiles used to bomb London

and they represent a very early developmental
stage of the entire US Space Program as well as the
entire ICBM fleet. Alas, those were the days - see-
ing the Nike and Hawk develop into the Redstone
and the Redstone into the Jupiter C and the
Jupiter C into the Saturn rocket and the Saturn
going to the Moon and being the backbone of the
Space Shuttle Program - and from here, who knows
where. Anyways, we digress and must be brought
back to the story at hand. JOHN remained with
Martin Co. for several years until the Army phased
out civilian contractors.

While in the NAVY, JOHN began dating BAR-
BARA LEWIS. Both of them had graduated from
CHELSEA HIGH in the same year but, during
school, they never dated. JOHN and BARBARA
knew each other since childhood because their fam-
ilies attended the same church even though they
did not live in the same neighborhood. Eventually
BARBARA and JOHN married and stayed in
Chelsea for several years until they moved to
Peabody in 1966. The marriage produced 5 wonder-
ful children ( 3 girls and 2 boys ) - each of whom
they were incredibly proud.

After several interim positions, JOHN went to
work for Data Technology in Watertown as a Field
Service Engineer. Something clicked here because
JOHN stayed with them for 35 years until he
retired in 2002 as their Production Manager.

BARBARA and her family were very much
involved in Masonry and Eastern Star and her
father sponsored JOHN when he joined Robert
Lash Lodge in Chelsea in 1966. While JOHN pur-
sued his Masonic membership, BARBARA served
as the Worthy Matron of Ruth Chapter OES #37 in
Chelsea and also served as Deputy Grand Matron
for Grand Chapter in 1984. In the mid 1990’s
Robert Lash Lodge gave up its Charter and JOHN
affiliated with Star of Bethlehem Lodge in
Wakefield. JOHN proudly notes that two of his
sons (JOHN, JR. and PAUL) also joined Star of
Bethlehem Lodge and both are PAST MASTERS of
the Lodge. Though JOHN perceives his sons’
accomplishments in BLUE LODGE with great
pride, we would remind him and them that they
still have not achieved the most sublime accom-
plishment that can be realized by anyone - and that
is membership in the Oriental Band. 

Two brothers of JOHN (BILL and LENNY) joined
together with JOHN to join Aleppo in 1974 and a
year later they all joined the Oriental Band (giving
JOHN over 35 years of service with the BAND) and
thus began a family tradition which we are looking
forward to continuing eventually with JOHN’S
sons (HINT, HINT - subtlety and diplomacy are not
the author‘s forté ). As a team, the KELLEY boys
were an impressive trio. BILL played the Gong,
Cymbals, or Base Drum as needed. Lenny and John
took to the “Tom” Drums and they formed a truly
impressive duo when they paraded together in the
front lines of our group. The Kelleys also participat-
ed in the Aleppo Bowling League from day one as
Band Members and continued with it until it termi-
nated in 1999. Unfortunately, the number of
Kelleys diminished with the demise of BILL in
1995 and LENNY in 2007 leaving two gaps in our
ranks that we are hoping to fill shortly.

As a Family, the KELLEYS loved bowling and, in
addition to the Shrine League, JOHN’S Brothers
and their Wives bowled with JOHN and BARBARA
on a “Couples League” for many years. JOHN and
BARBARA also enjoyed traveling with the Oriental
Band, but they had to curtail a significant portion
of that in order to stay home and care for their eld-
est daughter, DONNA, who experienced a pro-
longed serious illness.

BARBARA predeceased JOHN in 2006 and
DONNA also passed away in 2009 - both have been
significant losses for JOHN as well as the BAND
and all who knew them. Nonetheless, JOHN con-
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ERIC HOLT (L) and HIS SON, DR. JONATHAN ANDREW HOLT
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