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Fitchburg–Leominster Shrine Club

N the, “Great idea for a statue department”. . .
The Boston Red Sox will unveil a new statue

outside Gate B at Fenway Park dedicated to
Red Sox legends Ted Williams, Bobby Doerr,
Johnny Pesky and Dom DiMaggio, and the bonds of
their remarkable friendship, which was immortal-
ized in David Halberstam’s poignant 2003 book The
Teammates: Portrait of a Friendship on Weds. June
9, 2010 at 10:30am.

Sculpted by Maryland based sculptor, Antonio
Tobias Mendez, the statue features all four men
standing alongside each other in a group with base-
ball bats in their hands.  The new statue will be
located immediately outside Gate B at Fenway
Park.

As to who will be in attendance, a statement from
the Red Sox simply says, “Local elected leaders;
City of Boston officials; Red Sox Ownership, Front
Office Executives and Staff; Red Sox Alumni and
other notable guests. Given that Doerr now lives in
Oregon, and has scaled back travel due to his age,
if he’s in attendance, it would a great thing for Red
Sox fans.

Red Sox Statue
Dedication
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ELCOME to summer. Take time to
hydrate and stay cool. No need for exer-
tion to harm oneself.

We lost a giant amongst the Nobles. Ray
McCracken was one of a kind. And kind he was to
his human beings friends or strangers and likewise
to his animal friends, the horses. He was a member
of the Mounted Unit of Aleppo and will be sorely
missed. His daughter let us in on a family secret of
him insisting on his last ride at a civic parade in
Fitchburg. It was time consuming for him to be
mounted up for the ride. He dismounted same way.
Safe journey our friend and we all will miss you.

The late lunch, held in May, was a huge success.
And we will repeat it as long as it is a success. We
served 44 meals and raised about $120 for the kids.
The eldest attendee was Walter, 87, and the
youngest was just weeks old. The next evening
meeting will be the 19th day of October, 2010, at
6:30 P.M. and it will be the same cost as daytime
lunches. Noble Walter Setzco said, “A special
thanks to the organizers and we need to do it
again.” The ladies will be welcome participants
again. And the same dress code and seating
arrangements will be in effect.

A special thanks to Noble Herschel Hall, the
Noblest Mainer, who made the canes. We raised a
bunch of money with one for the kids. Herschel pre-
sented the other cane to Jeff Arnold, Illustrious
Potentate of Aleppo Temple. Both canes had medal-
lions of the Shriners on them.

Just on a personal note. Thanks to the Nobles
who attended the wake for Mr. Richard F. Pitt, the
father of our longtime waitress and events planner,
Liz, at Cornerstone. Her girls were graciously sur-
prised at the turnout. Of course, Liz blamed our

2nd Vice President, Jack Johannsen, for spreading
the word. Would Jack do that???

The Hamburger and Hot Dog Cook-out get
together held in conjunction with the Fitchburg-
Leominster Shrine Club and the Leominster
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons was a success. I
understand the Masters, members of Chapter and
Wilder Lodge, did the good grill work. They even
rule and govern

outside the building. Noble Ray Holland again
was very valuable for his expertise in planning
events. Thank you Companions and Nobles for the
help!

Our next event will be the Lobster Bake at
Wilder Lodge, 69 West Street, Leominster,
Massachusetts, and tickets will be available soon.
As usual the guests will include the Illustrious
Potentate Jeff Arnold and his suite. The Tuesday
meeting will be held as usual at the Cornerstone in
August, besides the Lobster Bake.

Until the tickets are in hand please get in touch
with one us to make reservations. Our phone num-
bers are listed at the end of this article. Carl
Whitney will need a head count as soon as possible
to plan for purchasing and manpower. This event is
open to all Shrine Club Members.

Please get in touch with Skip or Jack for volun-
teering this year to make his Lobster Bake another
annual success. He will be keeping a roster of needs
and who can do what. Again, Ray Holland will be
available for senior consultations. Thank you Ray,
again!

Thanks to the continued help and input from the
dedicated board of directors who continue to meet
at every luncheon to keep this endeavor of helping
kids and others going. A special thanks to the

ladies who indulge their time and patience while
we do this in the name of brotherly love.

At the last Ceremonial, the Fitchburg-
Leominster Shrine Club was the proud sponsor of
five applicants who were accepted and walked the
hot sands.

Our monthly meetings are open to all Masons
and their ladies, not just Shriners. To belong to the
Shrine Club we will have to talk you into joining
the Shrine. But, feel free to join us on the Third
Tuesday of every month at noon at the Cornerstone
Restaurant in South Leominster on Central Street
(State Route 12). The cost of this brotherly social
hour is a mere $12.

Eminent Commander S.K. Richard Sleeper,
Jerusalem Commandery #19, of Fitchburg, Mass.,
gave us a generous amount of tabs for the collec-
tion. Artisan Lodge gave us about one hundred
twenty pounds and like amount from the Fernald
School in Phillipston. Wilder Lodge, Aurora Lodge,
and Charles W. Moore Lodges have also con-
tributed. We are open to receiving more of them.

A special thanks to Jack Johannsen who has
coordinating so much for this group.

John ‘Skip’ Bataitis, President, 978-597-8776
Jon M. ‘Butch’ Bowdoin, Vice-President, 508-904-

7488
John ‘Jack’ Johannsen, 2nd Vice President, 978-

534-6201
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ORDER REQUEST
ALEPPO HOSPITAL PLAQUE PROGRAM

99 Fordham Rd. • Wilmington, MA 01887
Chairman John E. Grant

Please make your tax deductible check payable to:

“ALEPPO CHILDREN’S TRANS. FUND”

$____________ A larger hospital donation$100 $200

PLEASE SEND PERSONALIZED HOSPITAL PLAQUE TO:

NAME______________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________

City _________________________ State___________ Zip ____________

___________________________________________________________
PRINT NAME AS IT SHOULD APPEAR ON PLAQUE     MINIMUM DONATION $100.00

The plaque is given for a $100, $200 or larger
- tax deductible - donation to the hospitals. All

monies derived from this program will go to
the Children’s Transportation Fund.

The plaque is a beautiful addition to your
home, office or club. It is one that you can be
proud to display. You will be sent your plaque

with the current year on it, and we will contact
you each year to give you the opportunity to

keep your plaque current.

For more information call 978-657-4202 ext. 13

Your Donation

to the Hospital Children’s

Transportation Fund

Plaque Program

Fitchburg – Leominster Shrine Club
Lobster Bake

DATE: Wednesday, August 18th at 5:30 P.M.
AT: Wilder Lodge

69 West Street, Leominster, MA.

TICKETS ARE $35 for steak or lobster
and $40 for both apiece with all the trimmings.


