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June 2009 Ceremonial

of the Auditorium in Wilmington is very small.
When we have enthusiastic Nobles who can
spread the word about Shrinedom throughout
our jurisdiction, we all win – new Nobles get
involved, and Aleppo grows. Additionally, it is a
clear case study of what one man can do. The
Grand Lodge and Aleppo have both had cam-
paigns to illustrate the importance of bringing in
a member to replace oneself, but it is also impor-
tant to consider the possible exponential growth
if the Brother you sponsor as a Noble gets anoth-
er Brother who sponsors another, and so on.

So these new Nobles, as usual, saw the First
Section exemplified to Aleppo’s usual high stan-
dards in the Fez Room. We were also privileged
to have not only the Grand Master of Masons in
Massachusetts, MW Bro. and Noble Roger W.
Pageau, and his Grand Marshal, RW and Noble
Richard Stewart, but also with us for the occa-
sion were four Nobles who visited us from the
Shrine Club of the Dominican Republic, thanks
to the organizational efforts of Noble Leon
Golden.

Speaking of Noble Golden, when the new
Nobles and their Ladies (who spent the earlier
time during the First Section at a Ladies Tea,
with a nice spread put on by and some advertis-
ing material put out for the hard-working
HONS) were reunited in the Auditorium proper
after the Hot Sands initiation, Noble Golden pre-
sented a $1,000 check from Moses Michael Hayes
Lodge of Needham and the North Shore Shrine
Club for the Aleppo Shriner’s Children’s
Transportation Fund, and then presented a

$13,849 check from the North Shore Shrine Club
on behalf of Noble Paul “Lefty” Johnson for
the aforementioned CTF.

The Grand Master of Masons was then invited
to speak. MW Bro. Pageau said that he hoped the
new candidates enjoyed their experiences thus
far, but most importantly, that the candidates
were now “part of supporting Shrine efforts.” To
support those efforts, he exhorted the candidates
to become active in any way they could.

Following on from the Grand Master’s speech,
the Legion of Honor, under the command of cur-
rent and past Commander Danny Schuldman,
performed a very solemn ceremony: that of the
retirement of a national flag. Such a ceremony is
the one time when it is legally permissible to
burn a flag, for only in this case is it a sign of
respect for the service rendered by the flag in
both peacetime and war.

After the Parade-in-Review, everyone ven-
tured outside into the warm sunshine and the
cool tent to partake of the steak and strawberry
shortcake.

After the meal, those who wished to were able
to take part in the Aleppo Casino where each
participant was provided with a ticket to receive
30,000 “dollars” in chips. The rules were that
players had to rotate every twenty minutes, and
after a specified time, the chips would be ‘cashed
out” in increments of 10,000 for raffle tickets for
the raffle immediately following. Those who did
not wish to gamble could simply use their ticket
to get a raffle ticket.

So, always remember: expect the unexpected,
have a good time at Aleppo, and support what
Shrinedom does!
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Above:
ILLUSTRIOUS Potentate Robert F. Smith tries his
luck at the crap table at the Aleppo Casino that fol-
lowed the June 13, 2009, Ceremonial.

Bottom Photos:
Everyone enjoyed the casino set up in the auditorium
after the Ceremonial.


