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Aleppo Smoker 2014

Isent this letter to everyone on our Aleppo Smoker Mailing
list, Shriners and non-Shriners alike. I know not everyone
who attended is on the mailing list and with over 500 people

in attendance, it’s difficult to tell who wasn’t there. So if you
were there, this is for YOU.

Thank you to everyone who attended, bought tickets, bid on auction items,
and made donations. The night was awesome. We’re still waiting for a few
final invoices and even a check or two. We will surpass last year’s donation to
the Aleppo Transportation Fund. 

Thank you also to our Sponsors. They work hard to make the night a suc-
cess.

Our goal for the Smoker each year is to have a blast. A get-together to have
dinner, shoot the breeze, have fun, and, smoke cigars (inside). At our 1st
Smoker, we decided to donate any money raised to the Transportation Fund.
It’s you, the guys and ladies who attend the smoker, that make this a huge
charitable event. It’s unbelievable to me that one night of having fun can raise
over $35,000. All the money you spend that evening (except drinks), goes to
the Aleppo Transportation Fund. 

Just to let you know our Hospitals have an operating budget with which we
run our 22 Hospitals throughout North America. What’s not included in the
operating budget is the cost to get kids to the care that they desperately need.
The Transportation Fund is used to get kids to the Hospitals so that they can
receive the specialized care they need. Some of the med-flights to transport a
badly burned child can cost as much as $25,000 or more. Last year alone,
Aleppo Shrine spent over $300,000 just to get kids to the hospitals. 

As a Shriner, I get paid by the smiles from the kids we help, the thank yous
from crying mothers who run up and hug you, or wave from people at a parade
thanking us for what we do. I hope I can convey some of that thanks to you.
Without your help we can’t do
what we do.

So, thank you again for mak-
ing the Aleppo Smoker 2014
such a huge success. You’re
helping kids that you don’t even
know, and that help is life sav-
ing. 

See you next year (or sooner),
Steve Eriksen
The Cigar Guy


