
PAGE 36 - ALEPPO SHRINERS NEWS WILMINGTON, MASSACHUSETTS

OSTON -- A young boy from the Congo is making a miraculous recov-
ery. He was shocked and burned while playing near a power station in
his home country. 

He came to see doctors in Boston for treatment. 
For the first time in three years, Yusef Badibanga can hold his head up all

by himself. 
An accident while playing hide and seek at a power substation left him

shocked, burned and severely disfigured. 
“He was permanently stuck…and eventually it probably would have taken

his life,” said Kim Brattain. “His playmates called him a monster and he was
shunned.” 

To save his life, doctors in Congo had to amputate his arm. Doctors nearly
8,000 miles away at Shriners Hospital in Boston performed a dramatic face
and body reconstruction surgery. 

“The severe deep burn causes it to heal in by contraction and pulling in. So
slowly the open wound closed and the only way it would close was for him to
have his face and neck pull all the way down to the remnant of his shoulder,”
said Dr. Daniel Driscoll. 

Yusef - a very quiet child - was only 6-years-old when he came to the US for
help. He didn't know
anyone or the lan-
guage, but learned to
adapt very quickly. 

“He was from the
beginning fascinated
with electronic gadg-
ets. One of the first
things that he said
when he got here
was that he really
wanted to go to
school,” said one
woman. 

A successful five
hour surgery and
three years of follow
up treatment, means
Yusef can return
home to Congo next
month. Yusef will
have to return to
Boston for follow up
appointments and
possibly another sur-
gery. His surgeries
are paid for, but the
family has to raise
money for travel. 

His family is
thankful for his sec-
ond chance at life.

Yusef Made It To The Circus Arlington Parade
B

Yusef Badibanga, a patient at Shriners Hospitals
for ChildrenBoston enjoyed the Aleppo Shriners
Circus with his new friends: Ill. John E. Grant,
Jr., Potentate of Aleppo; Imperial Sir Al Madsen;
and Imperial Liaison Ernest A. Pearlstein.


