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ELL here we are, winter is finally giving
up its grasp and spring is taking hold. It is
amazing how spring energizes a person

and gets them motivated to get back into action and
ready to have some fun.

So it is when new recruits join the Minutemen
the influx of fresh faces and new members reener-
gizes the unit and helps refresh our way of thinking
and when new members are warmly received and
accepted by the established members this accept-
ance makes them more willing to get actively
involved and  offer new ideas and opinions. This
helps us grow as individuals and as a unit. 

I myself have only been a member of this unit for
two years, but in that time, I have seen this unit
grow into my extended family. As a green recruit I
was immediately welcomed and accepted by the
other members, who immediately set about teach-
ing me all of the important things about being a
Minuteman such as; how to march in step while
replacing a flint, maintaining a flint that throws a
good spark, keeping your powder dry, how to get to
the head of a line for sandwiches or drinks, where
to hang out before a parade to have the best conver-
sations, and most importantly that I could depend
on any of them if and when the need arose. I quick-
ly learned that this group of individuals was made
up of some of the finest Masons that I had ever met
and that they were as excited as I was about me
working my way through the ranks. I thank them
from the bottom of my heart because  without the
sage advice of men like Bob Vere, Buddy
Weinrebe, John Ralston, John Girdvanis, Ed
Magiera, Dick Perry, Paul Winam and Dave
Sisler I would have had a much more difficult time
learning all there was to know. These men act as
mentors to our new members and pass on the expe-
rience they have gained over the years which is of
vital importance to the future of this unit.

Sadly, shortly after I joined this unit, one of the
great ones, Buddy Weinrebe, passed on to that
Celestial Lodge above. A person may think a bond
of friendship between us could not have possibly
developed in such a short period of time, but that
would not be correct, because Buddy was much like
the other members of our unit, fun to be around and
a true gentleman, whom I was honored to call a
friend if only for a short time. 

Over the past couple of years our unit has been
extremely fortunate to welcome 10 new recruits,
thereby refreshing our ranks. These men have
helped in many ways but particularly with our
efforts to recruit additional members. Joshua
Goodwin, who joined the unit last year, immedi-
ately took the initiative to help sign up his friend
Shaun Flanagan. Then during the  2010 June
Ceremonial they acted as recruiters and through
their joint efforts were able to sign another new
member, Charles Roseman. The effort they
showed helped put recruitment on the minds of the
other members of the Minutemen. Captain (now
Past Captain), David Sisler and 1st Lieutenant
Dan Corshia, recruited and signed Chris Kelley
and Ryan Arnold. We then picked up two more
hard working recruits, Richard Doherty and
David Deburro, and in February were fortunate
to get two more members: Shawn Macleod, a
friend of David’s and Rob Rekemeyer, a friend of
Shaun’s. These new members became active imme-
diately and have been a major part of Meetings,
Parades, Ceremonials, recruitment nights and on
and on. Another great thing about the influx of new
members is that it has prompted some of our other
members to get active again. Welcome back to Bill
Wayne it’s nice to have our bass drummer on the
street with us again and so it goes, slowly our unit
grows, in size and in the level of participation.

Speaking of participation of new members, this
year at the  Rockin’ Nobles Night, our two newest
members, Dave Deburro and Rob Rekemeyer, vol-
unteered to represent the Minutemen and act as
recruiters. They spent the evening welcoming
Masons and non-Masons alike. They did their best
to answer the questions of the prospects and
explain to those who are not yet Masons or Nobles,
why Masons and Shriners do what they do. A "Tip
of the Tricorn" to these two new Minutemen for all
of their efforts, they performed admirably. Huzza!!

At the time of this writing, our unit has already
participated in the Massachusetts Council of
Minutemen Musket/Cannon Safety Course, at
which we qualified six new Musket Men, the
Bedford Pole Capping, and the Arlington Parade, at

which we had 62% of our Unit mem-
bers on the street and made an
extremely strong showing. Our new
members have already taken on vari-
ous duties from Flags to Music to
Musket Men and in doing so have started to revital-
ize our unit. 

At the 2011 Circus, our unit was again assigned
to ticket sales for the rides, we had no lack of help
from our unit members, and ticket sales were
strong. Thanks to everyone in our unit and their
ladies that donated time to this event. I also want
to thank our Past Captain Harry Orcutt for tak-
ing time out of his busy schedule in dealing with
the construction of his new home in Maine to help
man the ticket booths with the new members when
the Captain and I were not able to be present at the
shows. Like I say, “once a Minuteman always a
Minuteman” “HUZZA Harry.” Thanks to all the
new members of the Minuteman Unit for your infu-
sion of positive thinking, your hard work and your
dedicated efforts to improve our unit, you along
with all of the other members will play a vital part
of shaping our unit’s future, and thanks to all of the
older members for all of your efforts in helping the

new guys feel at home.
And on a final note, we have a number of Parades

on tap for this season and our unit is striving to put
as many "Feet on the Street" as possible for all of
the Parades. So, if you are thinking of joining a unit
and you are in good physical condition, like to
march, have a thirst for history and fun, like to play
a drum or a fife, like loud noises and love the smell
of black powder, then this is the unit for you!!

Anyone interested in joining our unit please con-
tact Captain Richard Perry (Richard.Perry59@veri-
zon.net) or Lieutenant Lester Davis (lester-
davis@comcast.net) or visit our website at
http://www.davesisler.com/minutemen/. We will be
happy to meet with you and answer any and all
questions you may have. 

I am extremely proud to serve this unit in the
capacity of First Lieutenant and I look forward to
helping our unit and the Shrine in any way that I
can. See you all at the next Parade!

W

CAPE ANN SHRINE CLUB
ANNUAL POTENTATE’S BOAT CRUISE

SAILING FROM 37 COMMERCIAL ST.

Gloucester, MA (parking at Fisherman’s Wharf)
Yankee Fleet Freedom – Fisherman’s Wharf-Boat leaves from

behind Latitude 43 Restaurant / Parking on Commercial Street

Saturday, July 9, 2011 • 7:00 PM until 10:00 PM

Tickets are $40.00 per person, mail your checks to Walter Snider.

It is suggested you mail your check promptly so you will not be

dissappointed as this event is always an early sellout.

PLEASE ORDER YOUR CRUISE TICKETS NOW,

BUT NO LATER THAN JULY 5, 2010.

Use the coupon below to make the boat reservations.

Name____________________________________________

Address__________________________________________

City/State/Zip_____________________________________

Telephone ________________________________________

Total $ ___________________________________________

Make Checks Payable to: Cape Ann Shrine Club

Send to:  Walter M. Snider • 56 Pleasant St. • Manchester, MA 01944

CAPE ANN
SHRINE CLUB

ANNUAL

POTENTATE’S

BOAT CRUISE

July 9, 2011

Cape Ann Chowder & Mountain of Shrimp

DIRECTIONS TO LATITUDE 43 FROM 128 NORTH: Continue on 128 North to Grant Circle. At Grant Circle, you

will see Friendly’s on the right hand side. Take the first exit off of Grant Circle onto Washington Street. Follow

Washington Street for approximately one mile until you reach the Joan of Arc statue in front of the American

Legion. Bear right and take the first left onto Angle Street. Continue straight through the intersection towards the

harbor. At the end of the road, bear left onto Rogers Street. Latitude 43 is the third building on the right hand side.

Parking is available at Fisherman’s Wharf.

New Recruits Boost Morale and
Energize the Unit

By: LESTER A. DAVIS

THE MINUTEMEN PRESENTED THE COLORS AT ONE OF THE ALEPPO SHRINERS CIRCUS PERFORMANCES.

2011 BEDFORD POLE CAPPING


