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HE HONS have been busy planning two annual events: the
Spaghetti Supper and Holiday Fair. These are both popular events;
mark your calendars.

Come join us for the HONS Family Fun Night, a.k.a. Spaghetti Supper
and Silent Auction on Saturday, September 6th in the Fez Room. We
have held the event in time for Mother’s Day and Father’s Day. This
year, it’s grandparents turn (Grandparents Day is the next day). We will

have lots of spaghetti, some Aleppo Clowns and
great items to auction. Start telling your grandchil-
dren how much you want to go – a little role rever-
sal here – they usually tell you where they want
you to take them. Of course, you don’t need to bring
grandchildren to come to this fun event.  

The annual HONS Holiday Fair is on Sunday
November 9th in the Fez Room. The ladies are
working on some great new items, and we will have
the usual tables that people look forward to: knit
goods, jewelry, country store, children’s toys and
books, and holiday items to name just a few.  Come
to the fair and pick up a great Christmas or
Hanukkah gift, replenish your book supply, or get
yourself a treat at the bake table.

The HONS are Getting Busy

T

Aleppo Cycles
NCE again the warm weather is
with us, and with it “Riding
Season!” Please be care-

ful out there.
The unit will be practicing

every Tuesday, for upcoming
parades and competition. Any-
one interested in the unit is wel-
come to come and observe the
practices.

The Captain, John Gautreau, has set
up a committee to come up with ideas to
raise money for the unit. If anyone has an
idea for a fundraiser, contact John or pres-
ent it to the unit at the next business
meeting. The units business meetings are at 7:00 pm on the third
Tuesday of each month.

The unit will be holding a Bikini Bike Wash on May 31st at St.
Anthony’s Italian American Club from 11am until 3pm. Come and get
the cobwebs washed away, enjoy the scenery and have some food.

June 14th is the date for the unit’s Annual Children’s Picnic.
June 20th is the Aleppo Shriners All-Star Football Classic.
A date for the units annual Poker Run has not been set at this time. 
Volunteers are needed for all of these events. Please contact the cap-

tain if you can help out.
Our best wishes go out to Chief Rabban and Past Captain Emeritus of

the Cycle Unit, Bob Smith, who is recovering from his recent surgery.
We hope to see you on your feet again soon.

O
By GERRY STANGROOM

ASKETBALL, volleyball, soccer,
swimming…you name it —
Jensen loves them all. And

thanks to Shriners Hospitals for
Children, this active girl can now enjoy
her favorite activities even more. 

Jensen was born six weeks premature
and spent weeks in the hospital’s neona-
tal intensive care unit before she was
strong enough to go home. 

At 14 months, her parents were excit-
ed as she began to walk. But, her family
noticed something wasn’t quite right:
she was walking on the tips of her toes.
A trip to the doctor revealed Jensen had
been born with spastic diplegia, a type of
cerebral palsy that causes tightness of
the muscles in the hips and legs—often
resulting in difficulty walking. 

The news hit the family hard. They were worried about what the future
held for young Jensen and were unsure where to turn for help. 

For years, the family visited doctor after doctor in attempts to help
Jensen walk more normally, but the results were not what they had
hoped. Eight years later, Jensen still walked on her toes. 

The time had come to explore other options. Her mother, Heather,
turned to Shriners Hospitals for Children for assistance. Jensen was
accepted for care and received several treatments before finally undergo-
ing surgery on her heel. 

Four weeks after the operation and less than a year after treatment
had begun at the Shriners Hospital, Jensen's condition had improved
dramatically. 

“Her foot has healed very nicely, and she is walking great!” her moth-
er said. “We are so thankful for Shriners Hospitals for Children."

Soon, Jensen will enter middle school where she can walk with confi-
dence and engage in all the sports and activities she loves…knowing
nothing will hold her back.

Walking Tall
B

WHEN A FAMILY learned
their daughter had a form of
cerebral palsy, they turned
to Shriners Hospitals for
Children for help.


