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By G.W. PAUL WINAM P.C

Winter 2016

ARR me hardies! Winter it tis,
makes me think of an old com-
mercial (Where’s the Snow?????).

Don’t be fooled, we have stood at the
green at Bedford, with the snow run-
ning into our colonial shoes. Not far
away now, we will soon be back on the
road with St. Patrick’s parade in
Lawrence coming up quick. The
Captain will have the details once we
receive final approval from the front
office. It is time to go through and check
all of one’s equipment, including dress
kit. Ceremonial and Installation has
come and gone; congrats all. Re-enlist-
ment is over and done, nice dinner, even
better Company. For our merry little
band the following Officers are listed for
2016: Captain, Richard Perry PC;
Executive Officer, 1st Lt Paul Winam
PC; Secretary, Ensign Adjutant Lt
John Girdvanis; Treasurer, Ensign
Adjutant, John Ralston PC; Armorer,
Lester Davis PC; Muskets, Sgt Major
David Sissler PC; Safety Officer,
Vilmar Werle; Music Master, GW Paul
Winam PC; QTR Master T. B. A.; Flag
Sargent, Charles Roseman. 

The Aleppo Minuteman Company
now consists of twenty members on the
Rolls. Thirteen able-bodied able to
march, three active riders, who make
almost every event in full proper uni-
form, five members who are unable to
actively take part at this time. We have
in the past had as many as 64 members
(the Companies official cap), and as few
as 12. I will note here (especially for our
newer members) the number of Officers
with the designation PC after their
names, that indicates that these mem-
bers have all served as Captain of the
Company previously. Just making note
for the curious. Gentlemen, we have
some discussion upcoming in future
meetings this year. Cap’n Perry also
made note at the E-board meeting of
other “items” that must be discussed
going forward this year. This is our

Shrine Company, starting our Forty-
Second year as a Shrine TOD parade
unit; this is YOUR Company. “Will you
help the workers in the quarry?” Stay
tuned, more to follow.

Good News my brother Nobles, John
Girdvanis is feeling better after a
rough winter, William “Cuz”
Sylvester is getting stronger by the
day, and by the time this comes out “our
own Rt. Wor.” Lester Davis will also be
back on his feet as well. It has been a
hard past year (for those who went to
the memorial service, one member’s
name was inadvertently omitted,
Secretary Emeritus Donald Carriger).
We pray that this year is kinder to us
all. We now have a new Illustrious
Potentate , Ill. Sir Theodore (Ted)
Polonsky, Congratulations from our
humble Company, Also Congratulations
to Junior Past Potentate David
Raymond on a successful year. 

Many activities are already on the
board, with more to follow. All dates are
tentative at this printing: Lawrence
March 19, Bedford April 9, Patriot’s
Day Arlington April 17, Somerville May
29, Wilmington May 30, E. Boston Oct.
9, Braintree TBA, Marlboro TBA,
Chinatown Boston, Oct 8. Uniform
Units Potentates Reception April 30th
(No tickets will be sold at the door).

Fun things: St. Patty’s dinner $25 PP
Hosted by our own Dick Doherty PP;
Strawberry Festival (Steak BBQ) June
4, after the Ceremonial. Much much
more to come. And for “Our Shrine kids”
of all ages, “The Aleppo Circus” April 20
thru April 24, get those ads in, and sign
up to help if you are able to, packets
have already gone out.

Well, that’s all for now. A prayer for
our “kids,” and those who protect us,
give your families a hug. May the
“Grand Architect of the Universe”
watch over you and your’s. So mote it
be!

Father Time

range of pitches and harmonic intervals to the listener, thus result-
ing in a powerful delivery of the music. Other, less regimental musical
compositions, however, do not usually have all the instruments play-
ing all at once and all the time, but feature various combinations of
instruments (trumpets, horns, high and low pitched woodwinds, trom-
bones, etc.) at different points in the music thereby giving contrast and
providing colorful “tone pictures” to the listener. Two such pieces that
we played at the Ceremonial included “The Green Leaves of Summer”
by the late screen composer, Dimitri Tiomkin, which featured the sax-
ophones and French horn along with “Beguine Festival” by Glenn
Osser, which included rich tones from the lower register of the clar-
inets, having a similar musical effect as low notes played on the G
string (“sul G”) of the violins in string orchestras. Of course, the full
effect of all the instruments in the complete ensemble was heard dur-
ing the Parade of the Uniformed Units where the Aleppo
Brass/Concert Band proudly presented in full military form, “Second
Regiment Connecticut National Guard March,” written in 1880 by our
late Bro. David Wallis Reeves using an updated arrangement specially
prepared for our band and the Ceremonial Parade.

Obviously a band which consists of wind and percussion instruments
has a decidedly different sound quality than symphony orchestras,
where a choir of stringed instruments (violins, violas, violoncellos and
string basses) provides the foundation to perform great works of mas-
ter composers, these instruments being augmented by the addition of
certain brass instruments and woodwinds. Bands, however, have no
such “choirs,” with the possible exception of the saxophones; trumpets,
trombones, tubas, French horns, clarinets and other woodwinds all
belonging to distinctly different “families.” Nonetheless, the variety of
band instruments with all of their varied tonal qualities makes the
music of concert bands distinctly different from string orchestras.  Not
better, not worse, just different, thereby equipping them to play their
own music, with their own special kind of sound. Even when Noble
John Philip Sousa’s most famous march, “The Stars and Stripes
Forever” is played by as fine an orchestra as the Boston Pops, the
orchestral transcription does not have the same quality as Sousa’s
original arrangement which was written primarily for brass and wood-
wind ensembles. Sousa, himself, described “hearing” the piece being
played by his “brain band” in a dream and wrote the manuscript
immediately upon awakening without changing a single note. 

The orchestra, of course, gives a masterful and stirring performance
of the work every time they play it on the Esplanade, but they do not
and cannot sound exactly like a band because of the differences in
instrumentation. Likewise, even the most proficient band could not do
justice to transcriptions of Debussy’s “Clair de Lune,” piano nocturnes
by Chopin, or serenades and symphonies by Bro. Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart.

Aleppo’s own band is proud to make its own special contribution to
both Ceremonials and parades with its own unique cadre of both
Shriner musicians and volunteers who gather regularly for fellowship
and to make music. The band instruments all have their own special
characteristics and tonal colors and together they serve to enrich and
enhance each Aleppo event. We are always open to new musicians who
love band music and enjoy producing it. By making live music, we keep
music alive.
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Brass Band Broadcast


