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By G.W. PAUL WINAM P.C

Good News My Brother Nobles………
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ILLUSTRIOUS Sir Richard A. Doherty,
Potentate for 2014 was escort to the “east” by
his Uniform Unit for installation on Saturday,

Jan. 25th, by the Aleppo Minutemen. What a joy-
ous time, not only for our new Potentate, but for his
beaming brother Nobles seeing one of our own occu-
py the Oriental Chair. Congratulations Illustrious,
we will endeavor to make you proud of your march-
ing unit, as we go forward together into this excit-
ing year.  

Hard to top that news flash, but there is more,
much more. Captain Lester Davis has been
appointed a “Personal Aide” along with our
Executive Officer, Shawn Flannigan. Also some
necessary changes, as Shawn is Worshipful Master
and a Personal Aide, he has offered his resignation
as Executive Officer, and the Company has reluc-
tantly accepted his request to step down from the
duties of Executive Officer. Great Job X.O., we
know you will be back when the time demands
ease, and you are ready to step to the plate again.
Thank you for your continued service to both your
unit, and the Shrine. As of this result, a meeting
was conferred on Jan. 25th by the Company’s past
Captain’s, of the whole Company of Minute. Past
Captain Richard Perry was nominated, and sub-
sequently elected to the position of Executive
Officer. Those results, along with the Captain’s rec-
ommendation, were forwarded through the chain of
command, and approved by our Potentate which
now places the Company back to full staff.

One  last major item for the start of T.O.D. 2014,
it was the unanimous nomination, by acclaim of our
Company, of Lt. Edward W. Magiera as
Honorary Captain of the Aleppo Minutemen, in
honor of his many years of dedicated, tireless serv-
ice, to the Craft, to the Shrine, to “our kids” at the
Hospital, to his Minuteman Company, and to the
perpetuation of the early history of our Nation.
Noble Captain Ed has served as Captain of the
Bedford Minutemen, organized and contributed to
the Bedford Pole Capping. In that capacity he has
worked everywhere, from up front, with the presen-
tation of the Ceremony, to washing dishes at the
High School  Cafeteria after helping to feed all us
re-enactors at the end of the event. That does not

even begin to tell Ed’s contributions over a
lifetime of being part of “Battle Road” and so
many places beyond. More on that later;  I
wish not to embarrass my “ole” friend. I will
say however, that we have marched from
Virginia, all the way to the “Plains of
Abraham” P.Q Canada. Not always at the
same time, or even together, as most of you
who are more deeply involved with these
events understand, but always together in
spirit “somewhere” on the battlefield.

This year will be a less eventful year, as Ed
and I have reflected in our e-mails, sequestra-
tion has altered the course of events which
could not be dimmed by flood, storms, local
politics, natural disasters, or even un-natural
disasters. There will be no “Battle Road” this
year. But leave it to our friend to find alternatives,
he is working on convincing some of us to roll a cer-
tain Cannon to Ticonderoga for the surrender of
General Burgoyne, this Summer. Believe me, we
are thinking hard about doing just that (More
Henry Knox Artillery later.) Congratulations Ed
from all of us, with the heartfelt endorsement from
our new Potentate whom found time in his
extremely hectic schedule to be sure that this pres-
entation was done in Style.  

Ahh, speaking of parades and events, are you
ready????? Right out of the barn, Mar. 15th St.
Patrick’s Day Parade, Lawrence MA, full winter
Kit for this one. Captain Davis will be sending out
the particulars shortly. Full parade schedule is still
“under construction” so take due notice thereof
and….. you know the rest. We will have, by all
early indications, a very busy year, so rest up,
check your gear, and be ready. Other Shrine
events: Uniform Units Pote’s reception April 5th,
Shrine Circus, April 23-27th, and that’s just
starters, lots to do, Cigars March 14th Winter get
away??? Florida Snowbird reunion dinner week-
end,  March 7th,  St.Pat”s dinner Party March
17th. March 22nd Shriners Hockey All Star classic.
Wow, and we are not even into April yet.  Keep
watch there will be more coming from our Captain.

It is late, and we have just finished the re-enlist-
ment Banquet, not there? You missed a good one.

We had a full table plus, and seeing all of our
friends from the other companies, good times. You
also missed two presentations to our Potentate by
our Capt. whom graciously ask us “ole timers” (Past
Captains) to join him in the presentation. We broke
one tradition tonight. The Company for some time
has presented the years new Potentate an
Honorary Capt.’s Tricorn Hat; however we had a
bit of a pickle this time as Ill. Richard already has
a Tricorn Hat. Problem solved, our Capt. is not any-
thing if not inventive. The Company presented Ill.
Richard with Uniform Jacket in traditional blue,
with Company designations with one exception
This one says “Potentate Aleppo Shrine 2014.” On
that note Good night, stay well, stay safe, Hug your
loved ones, and as always say a prayer for “Our
Kids.”

“Ole Fart”

THE MINUTEMEN Unit presented Ill. Richard
Doherty with Uniform Jacket in traditional blue,
with Company designations, at the Reenlistment
Dinner. The jacket has one exception, this one says
“Potentate Aleppo Shrine 2014.”

THE Board of Directors is busy planning two functions for this year.
We are looking at a members evening event on the South Shore for
dinner to make it easier on our South Shore members. This will be

at a local restaurant. We are looking in the Dedham and Norwood area.
We would like to have it late afternoon or early evening. If anyone has
ideas, please let Bill Ball know. We are also planning our annual Luau
on August 9th, 2014. This will be a Chinese Buffet and a Potentates
Reception. There will be a gift table and plenty of
dancing with our Past Potentate, Ill. Peter
Simmons as our D.J.

We had a nice showing last year;
let’s make it even bigger this year.
Thank you to all of those who came
out last year to support the
Shrine Club. We look forward to
seeing all of you again this year,
and make sure you bring friends!

We need to  support each
other’s club as we are all doing
these functions to support the
children and their needs. There
will be more to come in the next edi-
tion of the Aleppo News. There will be
a flyer out as well. The price will be
$30.00 dollars, the same as last year. 

When we get the restaurant to have a mem-
ber’s event, there will be a letter to let you
know the time and day.

Thanks from the Board of Directors of the
Neponset Valley Shrine Club.


