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ON Saturday, January 25, 2014
during the Aleppo Ceremonial
members of the Rag Top Motor

Unit were recognized for their work
for Aleppo Shriners.

During the unit’s business meeting,
two members were recognized for
their service time to the unit; Noble
Bruce Dickey, Past Captain, was
recognized for his 30 years of service,
and Noble Paul Agostino was recognized for his
10 years of service. Making the presentations to our
nobles was Captain Wayne Bogar.  

Captain Wayne Bogar and Lieutenant Roger
Metcalfe were presented with the highest honor
bestowed upon a noble of Aleppo Shriners – the
Robert Gardiner Wilson, Jr. Meritorious Service
Award, which was presented by Ill. Dennis E.
Reebel. Nobel Bogar received his award for his
countless hours of service in providing transporta-
tion needs to Shriners Hospital in Springfield; and
Nobel Metcalfe received his award for countless
hours of service to Aleppo Shriners with his work
on the Shiners Circus, the Can and Pull-Tab pro-
gram, as well as other activities.

Noble Metcalfe was also presented with a new
Circus Chairman fez by Ill. Richard A. Doherty,
Potentate, for his many years of service overseeing
Aleppo’s premier annual event. Roger and his com-
mittee are feverously working on the 2014 produc-
tion scheduled for April 23-27, 2014. 

The unit offers its congratulations to our mem-
bers on their recognitions for the time and service
they provide to Aleppo Shriners and our many
causes.

At the annual
Reenlistment Dinner on
Tuesday, February 4, 2014,
two of our members were
recognized for advancement
in the ranks of the unit.
Nobel Roger Metcalfe was
fezzed as Captain, and
Noble Henry Gilhooly was
fezzed as 2nd Lieutenant –
Treasurer. Noble Wayne
Bogar received his Past
Captain’s fez, as he has
stepped down from the cap-
tain’s position.
Presentations were made
by Ill. Richard A. Doherty,
Potentate, and Colonel
Jerry Matteo.

As the unit has had some
great feedback from our last
newsletter in the Aleppo
News, we felt an abbreviat-

ed repeat of that
newsletter was appro-
priate – to aid in entic-
ing new members and
help for our Unit’s
efforts benefitting
Aleppo Shriners.

In 2013, the Rag Top
Motor Unit remained a
very active unit at

Aleppo – and we hope to continue
our efforts into 2014. Small in mem-
bership numbers, this unit provides
a great impact on Shriners and our daily activities,
and 2013 was no exception. Of the many activities
the unit is involved in, all require additional people
to give of their time and energy so that these pro-
grams are a success for Aleppo Shriners.

In short – the HELP WANTED and MEMBERS
WANTED signs are out on the Unit’s door!

The Shriners Circus was chaired by Noble Roger
Metcalfe and his committee of Rag Top members,
and after 12 spectacular shows – many to sellout
crowds, we are happy to report that fun was had by
all.  Roger and his committee have already set their
sights on 2014, and promise another outstanding
year. Putting on the circus is a grand feature; and
support from all the Uniformed Units and members
is always needed – for the vast number of jobs that
have to be done. Don’t forget to support the Circus
in April 2014!

The Aleppo Shriners Children’s Transportation
Fund is chaired by a Rag Top member, Noble Paul
Agostino; and 2013 was another huge success in the
collection of Aluminum pull tabs and Aluminum

cans. In 2013, Paul and his com-
mittee processed 6,502 pounds
of pull tabs and 18,140 cans;
and have provided a grand total
of $4,923.00 to the
Transportation Fund. Paul is
always looking for additional
hands to help in this noble cause
– so if you have some spare
time, please come down and
lend a helping hand. 

The unit is involved in provid-
ing members for transportation
of our patients to the hospital.
Captain Wayne Bogar and
Noble Paul Agostino give many
hours in volunteering their time
to drive the Hospital vans with
patients and their family mem-
bers to both Boston and
Springfield for doctor and well-
ness visits.

A Rock-N-Roll Concert and

Dance Party held in September, the “Doo-Wop”
committee was chaired by Noble Hank Gilhooly
and provided everything promised, AND MORE! –
original acts from the 50’s and 60’s that turned the
auditorium into yesteryear for an evening – a four-
hour show! For those who attended the show, the
entertainment was top shelf, and all had a wonder-
ful time.

All of these activities require helping hands –
Nobles who are willing to give of their time and
energies to make Aleppo Shriner activities success-
ful.  If you have the time, offer your help!

During the 2013 parade season the Rag Top Unit
participated in all the parades, displaying our cars
and signage to the various town’s parade commit-
tees and the spectators – yes, it might look like the
only cars the Unit has are Mustangs; but, this is
not the case. We are always looking to improve the
unit, and get more cars on the streets for the
parades, getting back to the days when the unit
had 10 or 12 cars in the parades – of various size,
year and style. 

To do this, we need members. The Rag Top Unit
is open to all members of Aleppo Shriners. Vehicles
are to be personally-owned and cared for by the
members, are to be motorized and street-legal, pro-
duction convertible-top or altered by the vehicle
owner to be a convertible-style vehicle are recom-
mended; but, the Unit will entertain membership
from Shriners with antiques, classic, muscle cars,
etc. for participation in the Unit. Rag Top also solic-
its members to be “riders;” anyone who would like
to be in the unit without a vehicle; for the sole pur-
pose of riding in one of the member’s cars in
parades and official tours of duty. Stop by the Unit
room and talk with any of our members about your
interest in joining the Rag Top Motor Unit.

Any Nobles with an interest in joining the Rag
Tops may contact any of the following members:

Captain Roger Metcalfe at (978) 657-9626; or
rmmscs@aol.com 

Lt. Paul Watts, Secretary at (781) 245-8020; or
pmegawatts@yahoo.com

Lt. Henry Gilhooly, Treasurer at (978) 658-8527;
or capecod747@verizon.net 

Help Wanted; Members Wanted!
Rag Top Motor Unit News

Starting 2014 with Member Presentations
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RAG TOP Unit member Paul
Agostino presented Illustrious
Potentate Richard Doherty a check
for the Aleppo Shriners Children’s
Transportation Fund.

RAG TOP Unit members Wayne Bogar, Paul Agostino,
Roger Metcalfe, Bruce Dickey, and Hank Gilhooly enjoyed
themselves at the Uniformed Units Reenlistment Banquet.

NO parade is complete without the sound of a brass band setting the pace
for the various marching units, and the Aleppo Shriners Brass Band has
been providing stirring march music for the last 99 years! Originally

established in 1915 as the Aleppo Temple Fife and Drum Corps, the Aleppo
Shriners Brass Band today appears as both a “riding band” in parades on a
bright red canopied trailer as well as a concert ensemble with an extensive
library of classical, popular and contemporary music for Shrine Ceremonials and
other functions. 

We rehearse regularly each month on the second and fourth Thursdays from
7:00 to 9:00 PM at the Shriners Auditorium, 99 Fordham Road in Wilmington.
We welcome both men and women at all skill levels and are actively recruiting
new members in our brass, woodwind and percussion sections.

Making music pro-
vides enjoyment to
both the musicians
and the listeners,
whether in parade or
concert, harmony
being the strength
and support of all
institutions, more
especially this of
ours. No auditions
are required! Just
join us by coming to
one of our rehearsals
or go to our webpage
at:
AleppoShriners.com

Aleppo Brass Band

THE BRASS Band last summer at the Osterville parade.

MUSICIANS WANTED
Do you or have you played a musical instrument? Have
you thought about joining a Uniformed Unit? If so, why
not join the Aleppo Concert Parade Band Unit?

If you are interested or have any questions contact:
Band Master: Rick Fardy @ 978-663-7672

Band Manager: Daniel T. Nager @ 978-535-1372

The Band was organized in 1915 and provides music
for most Aleppo programs which support Shriners
Hospitals for Children. The band has won numerous
honors over the years and looks forward to more.

You will find a congenial group of Nobles in the band.

If you haven’t played in years, this is a chance to get
reacquainted with your instrument. There is always
someone available for any instrument help. Come
join the excitement of parading (we play on a trailer),
playing at Ceremonials and at other Shrine evnents.

Rehearsal is every 2nd and 4th Thursday evening from
7 – 9 pm at the Aleppo Shrine Center in Wilmington.


