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future sick leave for him and hope that there will not be a need to do so either
way i.e. we hope that he will not get sick in the future so that we will not have
to revoke his sick leave and we hope that, if he should get ill in the future, that
it will be of a minor nature and there will be no sick leave issue to address
because there will be no need for a sick leave.

On a sad note, we report the passing of Claire Johnston, last November.
Claire was the charming wife of band member Robert Johnston and was
someone who we all enjoyed having with us. She will be missed by all who
knew her.

We also note with considerable pride that the February, 2013  Class of the
Valley of Boston Scottish Rites (which was cancelled due to weather condi-
tions) was dedicated to and named after band member Robert Johnston. We
congratulate Bob on this tremendous and much deserved honor. Bob has been
the consummate Fraternal Member. He has received almost every award pos-
sible and has admirably served in many Fraternal positions. In dedicating the
Class to him, it was written "through his counsel, his service, and his life, [he]
is an inspiring example to each of us..." and we concur with that assessment
and believe that all who are to eventually participate in the Class should con-
sider themselves privileged to do so. We also like to think that part of the
"inspiring example" that is Bob comes from his participation with the band
and we encourage all to pursue, emulate, and participate in this endeavor as
well.

Please be reminded that the gates to our oasis always remain open to hearti-
ly and warmly receive any Nobles who, in their deserts of indecision, are
searching for a Unit to join. In return for a lifetime commitment of yourself to
the band we offer an experience of fun and camaraderie that cannot be
matched anyplace else. Come by and see what it is all about. You will never
figure it out or fully appreciate it unless you are a part of it. It is truly some-
thing very special and (in case it is not obvious) musical skills are not a
requirement or necessary. Skip a practice or two and we might eventually
make you Potentate!

In the meantime, please be reminded that the most current band news and
videos may be found at our website which is frequent-
ly updated. We hope that you will enjoy our website
and its various links and that you will return to it fre-
quently for updates. The website is located at:

http://www.oband.mysite.com  

SHALOM,

..... from page 23
Oriental Band

IT is with deep sadness we inform you that
Bob Foucht, who was the current
Conductor of the Aleppo Brass Band and a

former trombone player
in the Aleppo Swing

Band, has passed
away after a brief
illness.

Most of Aleppo
knew Noble Bob as the
leader of the Aleppo
Brass Band. For many
years, wearing his Bright
Yellow Band jacket, he
stood out in front of the Brass
Band during Ceremonials con-
ducting the marches for the uniformed units during

their parade-in-review. He could also always be
seen at our parades, in his uniform, starting the band

with his legendary whistle and trombone.  
He will be missed and remembered.

Swing Band Notes

BOB FOUCHT

Mt. Tabor Brings Toys

Pictured from left to right are: (kneeling) Bro. Ted Polonsky and Bro. Ed
White; (standing) Bro. Neal Zwicker, RW Alan Gilgulin, Wor. Barrie
Glover, Bro. Bob Johnson, Wor. Mike Williams, RW Sherman
Freedman, Bro. Dave LaPointe, Bro. Bob Consorti and Bro. Carl
Wickstrom. Accepting the toys was Jen Griffin, Child Life Specialist.

Wives who attended included: Shirley
Gilgulin, Louise Wickstrom, Wendy
Williams, Mary Anne Cote, Norma
Freedman and Harriet Polonsky.

ON a gray and rainy
Saturday morning in
December, members

of Mt. Tabor Lodge in
Wakefield and their wives
visited the Shriners Hos -
pital in Boston. The purpose
of their visit, in addition to
having a tour of the facility,
was to deliver the Lodge’s
generous donation of toys for
the children. Most in atten-
dance had never been to the
Hospital and were very
impressed with what they
learned.


