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EDITORIAL

O you have a digital camera? Do
you like to take photos? Do you like
to have fun? If you do then keep

reading!
The Aleppo News is looking for people to

take photos at Aleppo events. From
Potentate’s Receptions to check presenta-
tions and everything in-between, which
take place all over Eastern Massachusetts
from the North Shore to Cape Cod. We are
trying to find Nobles who would like to
cover these stories and take some photos.

During the year there are tons of events
going on, but unfortunately not all of them are covered. We would like to have
someone from each area in Eastern Massachusetts to keep down on travel time

for everyone.
You don’t have to be a professional photographer

or a novel writer. As long as you have fun and take
pleasing photos and can get the facts written down
you are in! 

If you are interested please call Tom Friberg at
978-657-4202 ext. 21, or email him at
alepponews@alepposhriners.com.

Writers and
Photographers Wanted

D
AS this newspaper goes to print

we are planning the 62nd
Aleppo Shriners’ Circus for

2013.
The Circus will be held during

school vacation from Wednesday
April 17, thru Sunday April 21, 2013.

As we enter into 2013 we see many
challenges facing the committee this
year due to the still slow economy.
We will try to respond to the situations we can control, keep an eye on the ones
we cannot, and make changes where possible.

We are asking the Nobles to get out and be active in the selling of ads for the
Circus Book. We need more this year than ever before. It would be appreciat-
ed if you would  send in your ads every week so they be can processed in a
timely manner.

Please plan on helping out at the circus. There is a form on page 26 of this
paper that you can make out and send to Sheila Bissett so we can schedule
staff for the shows.

We will continue to update everyone via the newspaper and website as the
time nears for Circus 2013.

Thank you for your continued support.
Fraternally,
Roger Metcalfe, Circus Chairman 2013

Nobles,
Families,

and Friends:

THE doors had just opened, and as I stood behind my table I could see a
rush of people entering into the circus. The clowns were busy signing
programs for the kids, and I could smell the freshly cooked fried dough

from the table next to me. My aunt, my cousin, and I were all set up, waiting
for the line to form in front of our sno-cone table.

It was April vacation and it was my sixth year volunteering for the Aleppo
Shrine Circus. The first couple of years that I volunteered, I considered the
experience just something fun that I got to do with my family over my April
break. As I got older, I started to notice how the littlest things can make these
kids happy. Every year, the circus designates a couple of shows for people who
have a disability. Seeing these kids so happy and excited, to see the circus real-
ly opened my eyes and showed me the joy that comes with making others
happy.

One afternoon right before the show started, a father with
his son and daughter came over to my sno-cone table. The
son could not talk because he was severely autistic, but he
pointed to the red sno-cone syrup. His younger sister,
who was about seven, asked my aunt if we could make
her brother a special all red snow-cone because red is his
favorite color. “Of course we can” my aunt said. I finished
making him his sno-cone, and as I handed it to him the biggest
smile came across his face. His father paid my aunt, and his sis-
ter turned to me and said “thank you for making my brother a spe-
cial sno-cone, I think it made his day.” I will never forget his face
and the smile that came across it as I gave him his sno-cone. I will also
never forget what his sister said to me, about how her brother’s day was
better, all because of a red sno-cone.

Over the years, I have seen many kids and even some adults with smiles
across their faces as soon as we hand them their “special” order or their light
up sno-cone. Getting an all red or a light up sno-cone may seem trivial to some
people but to others, it may make their day. Volunteering at the circus every
year is now not only a fun thing to do with my family, but it makes me feel
good to help put a smile in somebody’s day. I want to continue to make a dif-
ference in people’s lives, no matter how big or small the difference is.

It’s The Small Things In Life
By SARAH DICKEY

Iwould like to give a big “thank you” to a fellow Brother and Shriner who
helped my wife and I out with some car problems. Shortly after purchas-
ing a new car, we experienced some issues with it. After some dealings

with the car dealership and no solution I was speaking to Ill. Dick Johnson
who told me to bring it to his shop. I did and they did a wonderful job of pin-
pointing the problem to faulty tires. Something that is difficult to pinpoint
anyways. It is always comforting knowing that when you are in need, even
just the small things, there are those who are there to help.

Thank you Illustrious and good luck to you and your great automotive staff.

Phil and Connie Kumph

A Brotherly “Thank You”


