
THE Charles River
Valley Shrine Club
is in the process of

revitalizing itself. After
the first of the year, we
will begin rebuilding in
earnest and we need your
help to do it! Our club cov-
ers one of the largest
areas within the jurisdic-
tion of Aleppo, and it is imperative that we leverage that to be successful.
We cover Needham, Newton, Metrowest, and many other towns out
towards Worcester County. Our dues are very reasonable, and we are com-
mitted to supporting all aspects of Shrinedom.

We recently held a canning event in Framingham at the Stop and Shop
on Old Connecticut Path, and there is no reason why we cannot branch
even further, as long as we have the manpower to do it. We will be present-
ing a check to the Potentate on behalf of the Club at the January ceremo-
nial, and we would like to have members on hand to support that.

Also in the planning stages are monthly meetings at different restau-
rants throughout our area, in order to maximize attendance possibilities
for our membership with a minimum of travel.

If you would like an application, please contact the current President,
Noble Mark Z. Stought, via phone at 413-219-9152 or via email at
stought77@hotmail.com.

Charles River Valley Shrine Club

Wants You!
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By AL DODGE

CONGRATULATIONS to our new Potentate,
Noble Peter A. Simmons, from all of this
proud Kiltie Unit. We wish you the very

best, and may your term in office be everything
you hope it will be. It is looking more promising
that the band will be able to perform at more
events this year. The Aleppo Highlanders, after
a period of low membership, due in part to older
members retiring, and others who marched and
performed with this unit having to give it up due
to medical reasons. The good news is that new
members have come to our calling by a more aggressive enlistment program.
Via the news articles displayed in the Aleppo News, our personal approach to
recruiting, and our new Recruitment Chairman (Noble Andre H. Gibeau), we
have generated interest in our Unit. 

Our newest piper, Noble Donald E. Taylor, hails from Loudon, NH, and
has been at our practice sessions every Tuesday evening here at the Shrine
Center. He has also had private tutoring by Noble Gordon Webster of the NH
School of Scottish Arts in Concord, NH. Noble Donald is a member of Horace
Chase Lodge #72 in Pennecook, NH, where he serves as Organist. At our
recent ceremonial Noble Donald arrived in a business suit as a candidate and
quickly changed into his band uniform and performed in his first marching
band experience here at Aleppo. He did a great job!  Welcome aboard, Donald,
and many happy tunes! 

The band also has another new piper, Noble Brian Miller. Noble Brian has
already performed in Shrine events, namely parades and ceremonials. Noble
Brian learned to play pipes up in Nova Scotia while in his teens. Also on the
scene over the past few years has been Noble Andre H. Gibeau. Noble Andre
came to us, started his practice here at Aleppo, received lessons privately, and
is now one of our stronger pipers.                        

Nobles P/Sgt Robert L. MacNeil and P/Sgt. Walter D. Harmer performed
at the Amvets Post #147, Haverhill for the memorial services to honor the
December 7th Anniversary. These two pipers again performed at the V.F.W.
Post 2016 on December 20th for their 9th Annual Support the Troops
Christmas Dinner and Reception at the Amesbury Newburyport Post. It
should be mentioned here and now that a
spectator seen nearby was none other than
our P/M Emeritus Daniel F. Millett. This
is probably why the pipes sounded so good!

The stork delivered a bouncing baby boy
on November 17th to Shannon Archibald
and Michael English. Weighing in at

7lbs. 12oz. was Landon Michael English. On cloud nine are grandparents
Noble Alan B. Archibald and Lady Mary. Also on that cloud are the
Grandparents Deb and Ken English. CONGRATULATIONS to ALL. 

To any and all Nobles who may have a interest in joining, you need only to
call any of the following individuals: Recruitment Chairman, Noble Andre H.
Gibeau 617-794-6388, Dir/Noble Michael P. Williams 978-988-2005. Sec.
Noble Alan B. Archibald 508-939-3416, P/Sgt. Noble Walter D. Harmer, Dr.
978-387-8671, Drm/Sgt. Noble Robert R. Wright 781-393-0141, or Piper
Albert S. Dodge, Sr. 978-667-7635.

The band is still in need of a bass drummer. Anyone interested, please take
notice and act accordingly. Thank you in advance. 

GO DTI MUID BUAIL EILE

ALEPPO PIPE BAND members relaxing at the
Aleppo Shrine Center in Wilmington.

ON December 21, 2011 members David A Sylvester,
Club President, & Bruce Chicoine of the Gardner
Shrine Club presented the Dexter Park School with two

awards: one to the school as a whole for their generous donation
of over 30 pounds of pull tabs in only three months time, and one
award to Justin Holden for getting involved in starting the collec-
tion efforts at his school. Great job Justin!

The children asked many very good questions like "what happens to the
tabs when they leave the school, and "How many tabs are in the can!" We
did the math: ±18 pounds x 1300 =23,400 tabs. They were amazed as to
how many were in the can, and vowed to fill more of the three gallon jugs
that I leave at the school. 

I was personally amazed to see how fast they can fill a three gallon jug.
About a month after I dropped off the first jug I got a call from the school
asking me to come up to pick up the can. Thinking there may be  a prob-
lem I rushed to the school only to find a full can and an overflow of tabs. I
have since then picked up over 30 pounds many hands make quick work!!
Thank you and congratulations to the Dexter Park School.

PIPE MAJOR Doug tuning up
Past Potentate and Assistant
Cirect, Alex Campbell.

ALEPPO'S NEWEST piper, Noble
Donald Taylor (on right), with
Noble Mark Barrett, bass drummer.

TWO OF THE newest pipers are in the front row: 3rd from
left, Brian Miller, and 4th from left, Noble Donald Tayor.

Gardner Shrine Club 
By DAVID A. SYLVESTER

PRESIDENT


