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HE members of the Motor Patrol have started the
New Year by having the annual Holiday party at
the Century House in Peabody, Ma on January 13,

2011. The Illustrious Potentate Jeffrey Arnold and Lady
Lori was our guest and we all enjoyed an excellent meal. 

Car number two has already been repaired by Colonial Auto
body in Plaistow New Hampshire. Steve Borges did a fantastic job from
start to finish. The next step is the lettering on the car and it will be done
the end of February to have this car ready for the parades this year. 

We have one member who is home from rehabilitation; Earle Elliott is
backing home in Abington, MA, and he would appreciate a call or card.
There are two members of the patrol who have moved. George Russell
has moved from Clearwater Florida to Seminole, Florida and Arthur
Marsillia who has moved from Tewksbury, MA,  to Woburn, MA. They
both seem very happy and doing fine in their homes.   

The Motor Patrol has been asked to participate in the St. Patty’s Day
parade in Scituate.  This will be the second year in a row for us.  Hopefully,
we will have a nice turn out of members like last year and the weather will
turn out ok. We all had a good time and the people were happy to see us. 

At the reenlistment banquet on February 2nd, the Chief of Staff told the
Nobility that we have twelve parades for this year. The first Tour of Duty
this year will be Arlington just before the Circus. The Motor Patrol will
again run the novelty stand for the Circus. 

At our monthly meeting on February 9th, we voted a new member in. His
name is Richard Davidson. He is a good friend of Theodore Polonsky,
thanks Teddy.

The Motor Patrol members that are in Florida for the winter months
have been in-touch with me and tell me how nice it has been in Florida this
winter. 

Happy Motoring 

T

S we all know the holiday season is upon us and it is the time of giving.
Admittedly with these hard financial times upon us it is not always
easy to be as giving as we may like to be. With that being said I would

like to introduce you to a union brother named Raymond C. O’Brien who
works out of Local 447. If there is one person in this world who could be truly
considered a “giver” then it would have to be Ray O’Brien.

Ray is the President and Founder of Children are Angels from Heaven.
Angels are a tax deductible and
legal non-profit organization that
strives to help profoundly disad-
vantaged children pursue produc-
tive and meaningful lives.

Each year Children are Angels
from Heaven reaches out to sup-
port as many projects as it can. In
the past they have donated to
such charities as: Toys for Tots,
The Pan Mass Challenge which
benefits the Dana Farber Cancer
Institute, Guide Dogs of America,
project Bread, Walk for Hunger,
American Cancer Society and the
Shriners to name just a few.
Hundreds and hundreds of busi-
ness, civic organizations and fam-
ilies send donations every year.

Ray pays all his own expenses
for each trip which include his
airfare, train tickets, food and
hotel bills. Not one cent is ever
taken out of the Angels General
Fund for these purposes.

Whether it is having Chinese
food with the children at St.
Vincent’s Home in Calcutta or
inspection the new water system
at the Salvation Army Girls
Home in Bahala which the
Children are Angels from Heaven
& Revere High School in
Massachusetts had installed so
the children could drink clean,
fresh, cold water Ray keeps him-
self busy with his work for
Children are Angels. Ray says “I
never have a free minute any-
more but I love the work. Seeing
the children’s smiles make it all
worthwhile.”

Donation for Children are
angels comes from hard working
people all over the United States
and Canada. The Smallest gift
can mean so much to a poor child
with very little. It does not take
much.

The following article is the first in series of articles that will be presented here
as a means for fellow IAMAW Members to get to know each other. Hopefully
these articles hopefully inspire us all.

Ray O'Brien - Mini-Haulers

A

"There is never enough time to tell everyone about the joy we
bring each year to children in Calcutta and all over the world!
The smiles and happiness your donations bring to the children is
overwhelming for me. I could never accomplish this without the
help of my friends in America, as well as Calcutta and around the
world. I would like to thank all of you for your help!

I hope that you continue to support my efforts. Helping others
in other countries around the world is not an easy thing to do. It
takes people on both sides to make the bridge!

There are many times I don't listen to my brain and I let my
heart guide me. It is very difficult to walk by a family living on
the street and not want to help. I cannot just walk by and feel that
I did nothing wrong. 

God has given me more than I will ever need in my lifetime.
Most of all he has given me 3 beautiful children all from
Calcutta. My children could have been one of the children I visit
or see on the street. I can only do what I can do, but I am not
afraid to step forward to help these children!

There is no crime for being born. A child is a child no matter
what color they are, or what country they are from. I believe all
children of the world deserve housing, medical care and educa-
tion.

It hurts me to know that a cure for Polio was discovered in
1952, but as I write today, polio is still active in India and other
countries. To me, this is wrong. I plan to continue to help these
children - with your help - until the day I die.

On behalf of the children, I thank you all for your love and sup-
port! If anyone has any questions please feel free to call me 1-
781-483-1002. I am happy to talk to you about my trip or adop-
tion, or both!" ~ Ray O'Brien

twice the District Deputy Grand Marshall for
the Somerville 6th Masonic District and
served as a Grand Steward. He currently
serves as a Grand Representative to
Amazonas Brazil. In addition, he has been a
Member of the Scottish Rite Bodies and, obvi-
ously, Aleppo Shriners. He also actively
serves as  a volunteer for the Shriners Burns
Hospital and takes considerable satisfaction
in being able to do so - Bob embodies the sen-
timent of Shriners helping children. On the
personal side, Bob served for six years with
the 26th Yankee Division of the National
Guard and he worked for over thirty years as
Head Electrician for Cambridge Electric
Light (now NStar). Bob’s charming wife,
Henrietta and he are the parents of two
daughters and are the grandparents of five.
On many levels, personal family also defines
Bob as much as his Fraternal family and Bob enjoys his time with them.
Several years ago, when trips to Disney World and Universal Orlando, almost
seemed like yearly adventures, Bob got right into it. Returning from those
trips he invariably would show up to practice with a Looney Tunes shirt - we
weren’t sure if he was trying to tell us something but it was clear that he had
enjoyed his venture  and we had no objection to acknowledging or wishing that,
perhaps we, too, might be a bit “loony” but that is what makes the band go
around and that is a spirit that Bob continues to embody and share with us
and for which we are most appreciative.

The doors to our Oasis remain open to all who may be wandering the deserts
of indecision in their quest
for a Unit to call home.
Consider well the words of
one of our newest Members
that “the Oriental Band is a
fun place and there is enjoy-
ment to be found there”.
Come share the fun and
enjoyment with us. Contact
any Officer or Member if
interested in joining our
ranks or check out our web-
site and email its author at
the address provided there-
on. The experience is a
“priceless” one.

We wish all a good
Parading Season for the
Year.

As usual, for the most up
to date information con-
cerning the band check our
website located at:
www.oband.mysite.com

SHALOM
THe Oriental Band Scribe

ROBERT L. GOODWIN, SR.

Aleppo Shrine Center
Administration Office

Phone Numbers
Main Phone Numbers

978-657-4202

781-665-6466

Fax 978-657-8950

Peter K. Stone, Recorder Ext. 13

Sheila Bissett Ext. 20

Maribel DeLuca Ext. 16

Robert C. Keogh, Treasurer Ext. 10

Thomas Friberg, Aleppo News Ext. 21

Jorge Rodriguez, Maintenance Ext. 40
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PRESIDENT AND Founder of Children
Are Angels From Heaven, Truck mechanic
and father of three adopted children from
Calcutta, India, Raymond C. O’Brien.
“In 1996 I had the opportunity to visit
Calcutta and also to meet Mother Teresa.
Mother Teresa touched my hand and it
changed my life forever. After seeing the
poverty of the people and children, I decid-
ed that I needed to help them as best I
could. Soon the word spread and I had
more help and donations than I could
handle. With a lot of help and energy from
both sides of the world “Children Are
Angels From Heaven” was formed. My
long-term goal is to help as many poor
children as I can in the world, while ask-
ing nothing in return except friendship,
kindness and love.”


