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OCAL businesses have long supported and donated to the Aleppo
Shriners, Aleppo Shriners Children’s Transportation Fund and the
Shriners Hospitals for Children. For the past year the Aleppo Shriners

received quite a few truckloads of cans and bottles, which are redeemed for the
Transportation Fund, from the FLIR Corporation in Billerica, MA.

Over the holidays, the generous employees at FLIR donated something spe-
cial for the children at the Shriners Hospital for Children–Boston: toys, in fact
three large boxes of them.

I was fortunate enough to tag-along with three of the FLIR committee mem-
bers who organized the toy drive, to the Shriners Hospital for Children–Boston
on December 21. Kristin Dinati, Linda Stanley, and Laurel Barrett want-

ed to personally deliver the toys along
with a check to the Hospital.
Illustrious  Potentate Robert F.
Smith (also a resident of Billerica), of
the Aleppo Shriners in Wilmington,
was more than happy to escort them
into Boston. After arriving at the
Hospital they were greeted by
Thomas D’Esmond, Hospital
Administrator, Christina Hall,
Development Assistant, and Mary Jo
Baryza, Director of Therapeutic
Services. They were delighted to
receive such a generous donation.
They also presented a check to the
Shriners Hospital for Children–
Boston.

Kristin explained how the money
was raised, “the employees were asked
to make a $5 per ticket donation to
attend the Holiday Party, which lead
us to raising a total of $1,500.” They

were going to just have the toy drive at their Holiday Party, but decided to also
have collection bins at the office too where they received toys and games for all
ages.

After their presentation they were also given an impromptu tour of the
Hospital and received a little history about the Boston facility. They were also
told of the strides that are being made in research going on there. They were
quite impressed with the staff and facility, and more about the fact that all the
care at the 22 Hospitals are at no cost to the families.

When asked how the Shriners Hospital was chosen, Kristin Dinati replied,
“the Shriners was one of the first to be suggested and we couldn’t think of a
better place. I believe what we found most appealing was how all the services
provided are at no charge to the patient and the money we raised would be a
small help towards that. We also felt the toys would maybe bring a smile to a
child facing extremely unfortunate circumstances.”

The list of events and organizations that FLIR and its employees keeps
growing. Kristin said, “It’s amazing to work for such a generous company.
FLIR has what we call a Charitable Giving Program which through our six
sites in the US has donated over $600,000 in 2009.” Some of the other major
recipients include: Mercy Corps, OMSI, Habitat for Humanity, Lowell Adult
Education, Angel Flight-New England, Cal Poly SLO, Oregon Food Bank,
Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund, FIRST, Challenge Aspen, Fisher House
Foundation, US Military Academy Cadet Capstone Research Project, Coast
Guard Foundation, Santa Barbara Rescue Mission, Meals on Wheels, Make-A-
Wish Foundation, Dos Pueblos Engineering Academy, the Children’s Healing
Art Project and various College Scholarship Foundations. 

Thank you to the committee and employees at FLIR for their generosity. The
committee was comprised of: Kristin Dinati, Product Management Analyst);
Ann Marie Nicosia, Accounting Manager; Linda Stanley, Order Services
Administrator; Christine Wurlitzer, Customer Service Administrator;
Laurel Barrett, Designer; and Suzanne Richardson, Configuration
Management Specialist.

Kristin would also like to say, “On behalf of the FLIR and the Committee, I
would like to thank the
Shriners for their hospi-
tality while we visited
Monday. Although our
donation was small com-
pared to some of the
names on the plaques in
the Hospital lobby, every-
one was so grateful to
receive what we had. To
give during the Holiday
season is gratifying, but
to actually see where the
money is going and to
speak to the people who
are so passionate about
the great work they do is
even better.”

FLIR Corporation Makes Donation
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SMUGGLERS’ NOTCH RESORT IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE

IT’S VACATION PARTNERSHIP WITH THE ALEPPO SHRINERS

WITH A VERY SPECIAL OFFER.
Located in the heart of Vermont's Green Mountains, featuring mountain-
side lodging, three big mountains with 1,000 acres of terrain for every
ability, award-winning children's programs, and comprehensive vacation
packages all in a spectacular mountain setting, you'll find America's
Family Resort. Whether you are learning to ski and snowboard or are an
expert looking for challenging terrain, Smugglers' is the perfect play-
ground in which to recreate and rejuvenate in a family-friendly environ-
ment.

This offer would introduce the Aleppo Shriners’ Membership to

Smugglers’ “America’s Family Resort” by affording them

the best four season value anywhere.

Low Group Rates to all Aleppo members
without having to satisfy minimum group numbers.

For more information contact:

John "Kup" Kuprianchik
Leisure Travel & Group Vacations

1-800-521-0536
802-644-1282 Direct

jkup@smuggs.com

www.smuggs.com

From left to right are: Thomas D’Esmond, Hospital Administrator;
Laurel Barrett, FLIR; Linda Stanley, FLIR; Kristin Dinati. FLIR;
Christina Hall, Development Assistant; Mary Jo Baryza, Director of
Therapeutic Services; and Robert F. Smith, Aleppo Potentate.

A CHECK for $1,500 was also pre-
sented to the Shriners Hospital for
Children–Boston from the FLIR
Corporation employees.

THE FLIR representatives were given a tour of
the Shriners Hospital for Children–Boston after
their presentation.


