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Hi Nobles

President Bob Goodman and Board Member Bill Ball of the Motor Patrol are plan-
ning a dinner for the members and their Ladies for the 29th of May, a Saturday night
at Aleppo Temple in the Fez Room. Make a note of this date in your calendar.

Our annual club Chinese night is planned for August 21, 2010, (again a Saturday
night) in the Fez Room at Aleppo. We were sold out last year, so get your reservations
in very early as soon as the reservations are opened.

The club sort of takes a rest from activities in the winter as so many of our members
are snow birds, who vacation away from the cold weather.

Our new board member Bill Ball is carrying the ball for the club during my time
down here in good ol’ Florida.

The Club’s Secretary, Theodore Polonsky, is now the Second Ceremonial Master of
Aleppo. Congratulations Ted!

Note in passing; two new members joined our club from New Hampshire. More on
our members in the June edition of Aleppo News.

Fraternally,

Bob Pann, Past Potentate

For more info keep an eye out in the

next Aleppo News!

HE 78th installation of officers for Worcester County
Shrine Club was held on Wednesday, February 3, 2010
at the Manor Restaurant in West Boylston. President

Savvas Fotiadis opened the meeting and after nominations
were voted he asked Past Potentate H. Richard Cornwell to
come forward to install the new nominees which included:

President, Robert S. Burnett
1st VP, John P. Howe, Sr.
2nd VP, Jamie Jordan
Secretary, Arthur E. Curtis
Assistant Secretary, Robert W. Hall
Treasurer, Samuel R. McClure, Jr.
Assistant Treasurer, Wayne P. Bogar
Chaplain, Paul Ustin
Assistant Chaplain, H. Richard Cornwell

Directors 2010
Carl Larson
Steven N. Spanach
John R Sundquist

Directors 2011
Eugene A. Dodd
Donald R. Gray
David Taylor

Directors 2012
Paul Curci
Savvas Fotiadis
Timothy J. Kelly

and finally VP Emeritus, Nicholas H. Boyatis.
Newly installed President, Robbie Burnett was handed the

gavel to continue the meeting.  Several things are on Robbie’s
agenda for 2010 starting with an invite to all Masons and their
friends for the St. Patrick’s Day Dinner Dance on March 20.
This is sponsored by the Worcester Scottish Rite Bodies and it
is to be held at the Masonic Building in Worcester (1 Ionic
Ave).

The next event will be the Circus with a scheduled workday
on Friday, April 23 for the Special Needs audience at 10:00
AM. This has been an annual event for the WCSC and it will
be no different this year. It is a great experience to help with
the wheel chairs for this event. We also encourage our mem-
bers to mail in the $45 to the Shriners Circus with the cover
and then donate the unused tickets to the club for delivery to
several special needs groups in the Worcester area. Those tick-
ets may be forwarded to the Secretary for distribution to the
appropriate organization.

The Parade group is gearing up for a new season with the
mini-kars and we are still attempting to put together a march-
ing unit to accompany them.

Our Monthly luncheon meetings at the Manor Restaurant
are on the first Wednesday of every month and continue to be
successful with average attendance of 50 Nobles and 10 ladies
attending. Join us if you have the hour open starting at noon
on that day?  No reservations are necessary. We hope to see
you soon.

Worcester County
Shrine Club

Starts Its 78th Year with
Installation of Officers

T
By ARTHUR CURTIS

S of January 23, 2010, Charles F.
Rivers is now Colonel Emeritus of the
Uniformed Units of Aleppo Temple. Ill.

Paul Miller, Aleppo Potentate 1984, first
appointed Charlie as Lt. Colonel. For the next
25 years Charlie was Colonel of the
Uniformed Units. Charlie, who is 85 years
young, stepped down this year after countless
parades, Ceremonials, Shrine Conventions,
circuses, rodeos, and Shrine Club visitations
just to name some of the many duties of the
Colonel.

This means that he worked for 25 different
bosses (Potentates), his favorite – he won’t
tell, “they all were good and had their
strengths and weaknesses.”

Retired with 32 years of service with the
Newton Police Department, Patrolman then
became a K-9 Officer before retirement.

Charlie is a life member of Aleppo, York
Rite, and Scottish Rite. He became a member
of Aleppo in 1973. He has also been a member
of Bektash Shriners for a number of years,
after a visit to the Temple and he befriended
some members there. He is also a member of
the North Shore Shrine Club, Neponset
Valley Shrine Club, and a past member of the
Worcester County Shrine Club.

One of the jobs of the Colonel is lineing up
the Aleppo Units and dignitaries at the many
parades that are Tours of Duties of Aleppo.
This is to ensure that Aleppo is well displayed
and no Unit or Club interferes with each
other. One example are the bands so that they
don’t play over each other, as well as setting
the speed of the parade with the marching
and Motorized Units so that everything is con-
sistent with minimal stops or pauses.

He was also in charge of setting up the color
and honor guards, as well as marching in the
Arab Patrol as the honor guard for visiting
and Aleppo dignitaries. The Ceremonial
Parade in Review is also run by the Colonel.

If there are any internal issues with any the
Units that couldn’t be handled amongst them-
selves they would consult with the Colonel to
resolve them.

Before being on the Uniformed Units he was

also in the Arab Patrol, first as 1st Lt. in
charge of the Second Platoon, then as Captain
Executive Officer. 

Charlie has attended almost 80% of the
Imperial Shrine Conventions during his
tenure, he counted missing 6 out of the 25. As
far as the parades go he recalls missing 2 of
them, at the January Ceremonial they men-
tioned that was out of 200 plus. Over the
years he ran the Heads of Units meetings and
only missed one when he was in the hospital
for medical reasons.

Being on crutches at one parade he rode
with the Rag Top Unit but not before lining up
the entire Aleppo contingency.

His most memorable Imperial Session was
when Ralph Cohen was Potentate and Aleppo
went to Los Angeles, CA. Everyone who
attended got a suite for the five days at Camel
Back Resort, “all for only $600 each!”

After 25 Years...
Colonel Emeritus, Charlie Rivers

A

I would like to thank the
Aleppo Nobility, Past and
Present Divan members, as well
as Melha and Bektash Temples
for their invaluable support
over the past 25 years.

It has been a remarkable
experience working with and
making so many friends. The
support and respect that I have
received from the Aleppo Units
and Clubs over the years has
been very humbling, especially
when I receive three standing
ovations when I announced my
stepping down.

The stories are many and the
memories are even more, they
will always be with me. The professionalism and integrity of the
Aleppo Nobility always shines when we are on the parade route,
competitions, and in the public eye.

I look forward to still being part of the Aleppo festivities and
helping in any way that I can.

Good luck to Colonel Hagop Demirdjian as he takes the reigns
of the Uniformed Units.

COLONEL Charles Rivers, now
Emeritus, leads the Parade in Review at
the November 2009 Ceremonial.


