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EDITORIAL

HILE we have quite a number of Shriners from the Metrowest area,
there is not a lot of activity going on, although there are certainly
plenty of opportunities.  One big item is that the canning drives have

recently made their push into the area.  Another is that we have Divan mem-
bers, Past Potentates, and past and present Heads of Units in the area.  We
have parades in many of the local towns that involve Shrine Units.  In short,
there is a Shrine presence in Metrowest that needs to come a little closer to the
surface and be utilized for the benefit of Shrinedom and by extension, the indi-
vidual.

There’s usually some sort of activity going on in the area that could use a
Shrine presence, be it a Lodge function, CHIP event, or blood drive.  If you live
in or around Metrowest, want to get involved in the Shrine, but don’t necessar-
ily have the time to join a Unit, contact me at stought77@hotmail.com and I’ll
find something for you to do.  There’s a lot out there that only needs to be taken
advantage of: people know who we are out here in Metrowest, and we don’t nec-
essarily need a Shrine Club, either; we just need organized Shrine-related
activity.

The following is an excerpt from Jane’s obituary and outlines her many accomplishments
over the years.

M. Jane Manthorne, 85, of Brockton, passed away Friday, February 12, 2010 at the Braemoor
Nursing Home in Brockton after a period of failing health.

Born in Brockton, she was the daughter of the late Walter Manthorne and Alice (MacFarlane)
Manthorne. A lifelong resident of Brockton, she graduated from Brockton High School in 1942. She
served in the United States Navy and Naval Reserve.

Miss. Manthorne was very active in the Brockton Public Library System. She was the former assis-
tant director of the Boston Public Library. In 1992 she was awarded the Alumni Achievement Award
by Simmons Graduate School of Library and Information Science, where she received her master’s
degree in 1949.

The award recognizes those whose accomplishments are clearly and measurably superior to those
of most other members of the profession.

She was a magna cum laude graduate of Bryn Mawr in 1946, her career spans teaching; book
reviewing, publishing, the arts, and community service. She served as president of the Young Adult
Services Division, American Library Association; part-time instructor at Simmons, University of
Utah, Bridgewater State College, and other schools; consultant, reviewer, columnist, or write for the
major library journals and the New York Times. In 1978 she co-founded the publishing firm Hermes
Press. Her Hewins-Melcher lecture, “Lachrymose Ladies,” received much attention for its witty inter-
pretation of Martha Finley’s Elsie Dinsmore series.

In 1987 the Women’s National Book Association named her as one of 70 women in the nation
“who has made a difference in the world of books,” and in 1991 the Boston Chapter honored her as
“Boston Bookwoman.” In 1993 she founded an endowment in the arts at Bryn Mawr College.

Her responsibilities at Boston Public Library ranged from service to young people to acting as cor-
poration clerk, she also was curator of publications and consultant to BPL Trustees. She was vice
president of Horn Book Corporation, governor and editor of Copley Society of Boston, editor of the
Boston Chapter Newsletter WNBA, and board member of Salvation Army, also Governor Weld
appointed her to the Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council.

She is survived by her dear friend and Business Partner, Hermes Boyatis for over 50 years; she is
also survived by several cousins.

Shrine Activity Needed
in Metrowest!
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By MARK STOUGHT

AST November we kicked off E-leppo News and have had very good
response in both comments and subscribers. What is E-leppo News? It’s
a monthly “email blast” to all Aleppo members and ladies who have sent

us their e-mail address. We all receive and read the Aleppo News and it’s a
great newspaper. Then we put down the paper and immediately forget all of
the events we planned on attending. E-leppo News is the reminder you’ve been
looking for. Once a month (more if your memory is exceptionally bad!), you will
receive an E-leppo News e-mail with information about all of the upcoming
Aleppo activities and events. These are not
huge e-mails. They are just enough infor-
mation to remind you to sign up or go to an
event. If you want more information, you
can click on available links which will take
you to the advertisement or article that
was printed in the Aleppo News. If you
have already received E-leppo News then
you know what a great job Mark Stought
is doing in setting up our format and taking
care of all the technology involved in mak-
ing this a great communication tool. If you
would like to start receiving the E-leppo
news and add your name to the over 300
current subscribers, please contact Steve
Eriksen at seriksen@microsemi.com as
soon as you can, and you will immediately
be added to the list.  

E-leppo News
Get On The List!
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By STEPHEN G. ERIKSEN 

MEMBERSHIP GUY

T is with great sadness that a very special
person and dear friend to Aleppo Shriners
and the Aleppo News has passed away. M.

Jane Manthorne, 85, of Brockton, MA,
passed away after a period of failing health.

Jane is survived by her dear friend and
business partner Hermes Boyatis, Aleppo
News Associate Editor. She was a long-time
contributor to the Aleppo News and its suc-
cess. The late Joseph McKertich seeked
her expertise and knowledge to help proof-
read the contents of the newspaper, and she
and Hermes spent much time over the years
interviewing Potentates, Nobles and others for
articles. Since Joe’s passing she has still helped in
creating an award winning and quality publication.
Up until her health issues, Jane continued to help. Her input and vast knowl-
edge will be sorely missed.

Loss of an Extraordinary Woman
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