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Join Illustrious Robert F. Smith
and Aleppo Shriners for a

Creole Holiday Celebration
December 7 - 11, 2009

Day 1: Monday, December 07, 2009 New Orleans,
Louisiana - Tour Begins
Your exciting Creole holiday celebration begins in New
Orleans. Prepare yourself for great food, friendly people,
holiday cheer and a tremendous amount of excitement
and fun during this festive holiday season.

Day 2: Tuesday, December 08, 2009 French Quarter 
• Enjoy a leisurely walking tour of the French Quarter,
including stately St. Louis Cathedral, the lively French
Marketplace, the Moon Walk, and Pirate’s Alley, the
infamous meeting place of Jean Lafitte and his partners.
• Afterwards, relax at Cafe Du Monde where you may
enjoy their world-famous cafe au lait and beignets. Your
afternoon is at leisure to take in the joyous sights and
sounds of the holidays and perhaps do some last minute
Christmas shopping. 
• Tonight, roll up your sleeves and prepare to discover
how to cook New Orleans style! During a unique cook-
ing demonstration at the New Orleans School of
Cooking, your chef will indulge you in everything that
Louisiana cuisine has to offer. By your visit’s end, you’ll
actually make your own bread pudding dessert!? Today
breakfast and dinner will be included.

Day 3: Wednesday, December 09, 2009 French
Quarter - Bellingrath Gardens
• This morning you will spend time giving back to the
people of New Orleans by participating in a special serv-
ice project supported by the Collette Foundation.
• This afternoon, travel to Bellingrath Gardens, where
the magic of Christmas comes to life. Enjoy breathtaking
holiday displays throughout this historic home and its
gardens.
• Be sure not to miss Mirror Lake, the Great Lawn and
the Oriental Garden, all emitting their own special beau-
ty and magic of the holiday season. Today breakfast will
be included.

Day 4: Thursday, December 10, 2009 French Quarter
•This morning visit the Hermann-Grima House to expe-
rience an old-fashioned Creole Christmas. See the house
all decked out for the holidays and view a special
demonstration of holiday baking in an 1830’s open-
hearth kitchen. Afterwards, enjoy an elegant lunch at the
Court of Two Sisters restaurant, where rich history
blends soulfully with jazz music. The delicious food is
only enhanced by the music provided by a strolling Jazz
trio. You will also have the opportunity to learn how to
peel a local favorite, crawfish! Later, you have an entire
afternoon at leisure to discover New Orleans on your
own, exploring the historic French Quarter and all that it
has to offer. 
• Top off the evening with a holiday concert at the St.
Louis Cathedral, where Christmas carols and gospel
favorites set the stage for holiday spirit and cheer. Today
breakfast and lunch will be included.

Day 5: Friday, December 11, 2009 New Orleans -
Tour Ends
The sights and sounds of your Creole holiday celebration
are sure to stay with you for a lifetime. Today breakfast
will be included.

Creole Holiday Celebration
Highlights... New Orleans French Quarter • Café du Monde • New Orleans School of Cooking

Bellingrath Gardens • Concert at St. Louis Cathedral

Per Person Rates: Double $1,299; Single $1,649; Triple $1,269
Included in Price:

Air Taxes and Fees/Surcharges of $50 (subject to increase until paid in full), Hotel Transfers, Round Trip Air from Logan Intl Airport
Not included in price:

Cancellation Waiver and Insurance of $60 per person There will be an orientation on March 9th @ 6:00 in the Wilson room.
Please RSVP to Maribel at 978-657-4202 ext. 16

LEPPO’S special guest at the January 2009
Ceremonial was Noble Dan Caro from
Jerusalem Shrine in New Orleans. A native

of Metairie, Louisiana, Dan was a patient at the
Shriners Hospital for Children–Boston after being
burned in a gas explosion at the age of two.
Although he lost the fingers on both hands and was
burnt over 70% of his body, the treatment he
received at the hospital allowed him to recover and
pursue his dream of becoming a professional jazz
drummer.

He received a full scholarship to
Louisiana State University,
where he studied New Orleans
jazz. He has since performed with
such jazz luminaries as Ashish
Khan, Michael Ray, Walter
“Wolfman” Washington, Karl
Denson, Marshall Allen and the
Jacob Fred Jazz Odyssey. 

On Friday, January 23, Dan vis-
ited the Shriners Hospital for
Children–Boston with Illustrious
Potentate Robert F. Smith, his

Lady Helen, Aleppo Public Relations Chairman
Douglas Dodge, and Ted Critch. At the hospital,
he performed for the patients, their families, and
the hospital staff. He also spoke about his experi-
ences at the hospital and with the Shriners, espe-
cially all the good that comes out of what the
Shriners and the hospitals do. Dan endured count-
less operations, and the research that went into his
surgeries has been applied to improve the quality
of care for patients who came after him.

On Saturday, a biographical film about Dan was
shown at the Ceremonial. He then played with the
Aleppo Brass Band, and delivered a speech to the
Nobility, Ladies and guests in attendance. Dan
then engaged in an encore performance with the
Brass Band.

Dan’s story is a tribute to the skill of the doctors
at Shriners Hospitals for Children. It is also a trib-
ute to the indomitability of the human spirit; Dan
chose to follow his dreams in spite of the obstacles
in his path, and we can all take a lesson from his
example. If we ever needed a concrete example of
what the hospitals do for the lives of individuals,
Noble Dan Caro is it.

He Could Have Drummed All Night

A

PHOTOS BY TOM FRIBERG

By HERMES BOYATIS


