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HIS year, Shriners Hospitals for Children’s
commitment to providing quality health care
has a larger price tag.

The 2008 budget of $826 million is an increase of
$105 million over last year’s figure. The larger
number is indicative of the continuing escalation of
health care costs, the need to offer competitive
salaries in order to attract and retain the best

physicians, a commitment to having excellent facil-
ities and the importance of implementing the lat-
est, most effective medical and information tech-
nologies.

As has been true for 85 years, all treatment and
services at Shriners Hospitals will be provided at
no charge to patients or their families. This means
that, in 2008, it will cost Shriners Hospitals for

Children $2.26 million
per day to provide the
best medical care possi-
ble.

“Despite the expense,
Shriners Hospitals for
Children remains com-
pletely confident we will
continue to provide the
best possible medical
care to children, at no
cost, far into the future,”
said Ralph Semb,
Chairman of the Board
of Trustees.

“The 2008 budget
reflects our total com-
mitment to our mission
of providing the highest
quality care for our
patients, providing edu-
cational opportunities
for heath care profes-

sionals and conducting research to discover new
knowledge to improve the quality of life for children
around the world,” said Semb. “In 2008, this com-
mitment will cost $26.19 every second of every
minute of every hour throughout the year.”

$678 million of the budget is designated for the
hospital operating budget, which includes patient
care, teaching, administrative expenses, deprecia-
tion and the daily expenses for all 22 Shriners
Hospitals. In addition, $44 million has been ear-
marked for medical research.

The budget for building and equipment expendi-
tures has been increased to $104 million, represent-
ing a continued commitment to renovation and new
construction, as well as electronic medical records
and other technological improvements. Also includ-
ed in the buildings and equipment category is
approximately $1.94 million to continue efforts to
make the hospitals more energy efficient, especial-
ly electrically. This year’s efforts will focus on the
Cincinnati, Chicago, Canada and Shreveport
Shriners Hospitals.

The major construction projects included in this
year’s plans are:

Chicago – Renovation and expansion of the
motion analysis laboratory.

Galveston – Completion of a 16- room parent
center.

Honolulu – The construction of phase one of
the replacement hospital has started, with the
final phase of construction scheduled for comple-
tion by June 2010.

Los Angeles – Negotiations for property on
which to build a replacement hospital continue.

Philadelphia – The renovation project is in the
design stage. There are numerous design and con-
struction phases, with the first phase scheduled to
be completed by late spring 2008. A new same-day
surgery suite, a new radiology suite and new out-
patient facilities will be created.

Portland – The addition/renovation project is in
the design development stage. This project con-
sists of new inpatient rooms, new operating rooms,
and expansion/renovation of the outpatient area.

St. Louis – Designing a replacement hospital is
in the beginning stages.

Shreveport – Completion of additions and ren-
ovations to the outpatient area is scheduled for
spring 2008.

Twin Cities – Renovation of the orthotics and
prosthetics area.

For more information, visit www.shrinershospi-
tals.org

Shriners Hospitals Joint Board Approves 2008 Budget

T

Chief Rabban Steve Eriksen and Lady Lynne

Present…
Norway’s Dramatic Fjords

Departure Date:  September 4, 2008
10 Days • 14 Meals: 8 Full Scandinavian Breakfasts, 6 Dinners

Highlights...
Oslo • Viking Ship Museum • Vigeland Park

Bergen • Flam Railway • Stalheim
Geirangerfjord • Lillehammer

Rates…
Double  $3,359 pp

Single $3,959
Triple $3,329 pp*

Includes…
Round Trip Air from Logan Intl Airport,

Hotel Transfers,
Air Taxes and Fees/Surcharges

See some of the world's most spectacular scenery in Norway's enchanting
fjord region. In the quaint capital city of Oslo, marvel at the thousand-year-
old Viking ships that once ruled the North Sea. You'll also see the Royal
Palace; the Holmenkollen Ski Jump; and the Vigeland Park, home to a unique
collection of statues and sculptures. Then head to the charming 11th century
city of Bergen, the "Gateway to the Fjords." Take some time to stroll along
the picturesque harbor-front before boarding the renowned Flam Railway for
an exciting journey past the mighty waterfalls, towering mountains, and
breathtaking valleys that characterize this region. A highlight of this tour is
sure to be the two-hour fjord cruise through the narrow Næroy Fjords.
Surrounded by the breathtaking beauty of the area, spend two nights at the
historic Union Hotel, which has captivated travelers with its magnificent
views for more than a century. You'll also visit Alesund, a beautiful island
town known for its distinctive architecture, including a myriad of turrets,
spires and medieval ornaments. Visit the marble Giske Church in Alesund,
constructed in the 12th century, and used as a private chapel for a powerful
aristocratic family. At the end of your Norwegian adventure, travel through Gudbrandsdal Valley to Lillehammer
where you can view the 1994 Winter Olympic site and picturesque Lake Mjosa, the county's largest lake.

First deposit of $250 per person due upon reservation, on or prior to 03/04/2008.
First come, first served. Final payment due 7/04/08 Make checks payable to Aleppo Shriners

Passports are required.
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