
visit it. 
Their third stop was Louisville

Kentucky where they visited
Churchill Downs, and had a “Behind
the Scenes” walking tour throughout
the track including Millionaires Row.
Louisville is proud of their horse rac-
ing history, and their guide gave
them an insight into the ins and outs
of horse racing and the Kentucky
Derby. While in Louisville they visit-
ed the home of the Louisville Slugger
to see where the famous bats are
made and toured the museum. They
also toured the Evans Distillery to see
how whiskey is distilled, flowed by
tasting. 

From Louisville, they traveled to
the Music City of Nashville, and
stopped at the Country Music Hall of
Fame, and the Studio-B tour. This
three-story building houses the histo-
ry of country music with many inter-
active films and mementos of country
music through the years. Their local
guide played early recordings for
them and introduced them to many of
the old-time country singers.
Nashville is famous for the Grand Ole
Opry, the original location of what
was the Ryman Auditorium (original-
ly a church) and then became the
Opry. They took a back-stage tour of
the building that included many of
the famous singers’ dressing rooms
and stage area. In the evening, they
went to the Grand Ole Opry for a
show with the Gatlin Brothers and
several other country singers. The
seats are still church pews and not
necessarily comfortable.

Before leaving Nashville, they had
lunch at the famous “Tootsies
Lounge” listening to music of local
wannabees. They also toured the
Belle Meade Plantation and the
Hermitage-home of Andrew Jackson.
Both venues gave them an idea of liv-
ing with slaves as they have been pre-
served to reflect that era. 

Heading south, their next stop was
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, home of
Dolly Parton and the Dolly Parton’s

Dixie Stampede, a dinner show with
country music entertainers, horses
and acrobatics. From there they head-
ed south through the great Smokey
Mountains, a beautiful park of trees,
flowering plants, fish, birds and mam-
mals. The land was once owned by the
Cherokee and described the moun-
tains as shaconage, meaning ‘blue
like smoke’. Today these lands are
preserved by the federal government
with donations from private citizens
and groups. 

They continued their road trip
south through South Carolina and
Florida where they saw some of the
devastation from Hurricane Hermine
though all roads were open, arriving
at their destination of Naples, Florida
nine days from starting date.
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HELP WANTED

CRAFTSMEN
Help with minor repairs throughout the

Shrine Center in Wilmington

Setup for Ceremonials and Shows

Come in and lend a hand on
Tuesday Mornings: 7:00am ‘til 9:00am

Free Coffee and Doughnuts

Potentate Ted Polonsky and
Earle Voigt who received his 40
year service pin at the Holiday
Social.

Potentate Ted Polonsky and
Herb Fish who received his 10
year service pin at the Holiday
Social.

On December 17 the Gardner
Shrine Club made a donation to the
Shriners Hospital Transportation
Fund in the amount of $5250. This
was through their efforts of Red
Caning Drives and other fund raising.
This adds to their other donations
that brings the total for the year to
over $10,000. Thanks to all members
for their long hours and dedication.

Gardner
Shrine Club

By DAVID SYLVESTER
VICE PRESIDENT


