
“Good enough!” said Noble Henry Fillmore (1881-1956) after the  band
he was conducting on the campus of Ohio State University finished
playing Henry’s composition, “Shoutin’ Liza Trombone,” at a con-

vention of the American Bandmasters Association in 1952.  This number was
a comic partial paraphrase of Handel’s “Hallelujah Chorus” with lots of trom-
bone “smears” and when it ended with one final fortissimo and cymbal crash,
Henry said to his band members, “Good enough!” as a vigorous and enthusias-
tic response burst forth from the audience. (Paul E. Bierley, Hallelujah
Trombone! The Story of Henry Fillmore. Columbus, Ohio: Integrity Press,
1982. pp. 1-2).

I would like to thank Illustrious Sir Gary Caudill, Ph.D., Past Potentate and
presently the Recorder of Syrian Temple in Cincinnati, for helpful information
about Noble Fillmore, who conducted the Syrian Temple Band from 1921 to
1926 and Syrian Shrine’s newsletter, The Shriek, which included a short biog-
raphical sketch of Noble Fillmore in the November, 2016 issue.  I am also
indebted to the late Noble Paul Edmund Bierley (1926-2016) of Aladdin
Temple in Columbus, Ohio, whose very thorough biography provided much
additional information about Fillmore’s life and accomplishments.

Born in Cincinnati and raised in a musical family, Noble Henry Fillmore,
aka James Henry Fillmore, Jr., (1881-1956), was a virtuoso artist on the trom-
bone, an enthusiastic entrepreneur and conductor, a prolific, innovative com-
poser and a dedicated Mason and Shriner. His father and uncle founded a
Cincinnati-based music publishing company called the Fillmore Brothers
Music House which was later sold to the giant New York music publisher, Carl
Fischer, in 1951. Interestingly, Henry was also a distant cousin to Millard
Fillmore (1800-1874), the 13th President of the United States, a member of
the Whig party, and the last President not to be affiliated with
either the Democratic or Republican parties (www.white-
house.gov). Millard Fillmore became President upon the
unexpected death of Zachary Taylor (1784-1850), and
early in his political career, he helped organize the
Anti-Masonic party, although in later years his anti-
Masonic position seemed to soften and as President, he
invited the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia to lay the cor-
nerstone for the extension of the Capitol in 1851.

When Henry was a child, the Fillmore Bros. Music House princi-
pally published hymnals and other religious music and thus, Henry
first studied the piano, violin, flute and guitar. However, he had a
passion for the trombone, which he had to keep a secret since his
father considered all brass instruments to be somewhat evil and
uncouth. Unbeknownst at first to his father, Henry’s mother quietly
bought him a used trombone and he eventually became a master of
that instrument. In addition, as an adult and under Henry’s influ-
ence,  the primary focus of the Fillmore Bros. Music House changed
from publishing only religious music to band and orchestra editions,
many of which were composed by Henry himself and it was
undoubtedly the publishing rights to Henry’s compositions which
prompted Carl Fischer to purchase the Fillmore company. Over
time, Henry became an increasingly prolific composer and arranger
of instrumental music and besides using his own name on his work,
used seven different aliases, including Harold Bennett, Will Huff,
Al Hayes, Gus Beans, Ray Hall, Henrietta Moore, and Harry
Hartley totaling some 250 compositions. One gets the impression of
him sitting at his desk and this immense volume of  notes just pour-
ing out the tip of his pen!

His Masonic affiliations included Blue Lodge membership in
Cincinnati’s Enoch T. Carson Lodge, charter membership in High
Noon Lodge, Cincinnati Scottish Rite, Syrian  Shrine Temple and
directorship of the Syrian Shrine Temple Band, Ooola Khan Grotto,
affiliation with Mahi Shriners in Miami, The Royal Order of
Jesters, and honorary life membership in both Mahi Shrine Temple
and LuLu Shrine Temple of Philadelphia (now in Plymouth Meeting
Township). Between June 4th and June 7th, 1923, Noble Fillmore
conducted the Syrian Shrine Band at the 47th Imperial Council
Session in Washington, D.C. along with a private concert for the
29th President of the United States, Bro. Warren Gamaliel Harding
(1865-1923). President Harding, who died in office just two months
later, was a member of Marion, Ohio Lodge #70, Marion Royal Arch
Chapter #62 and Marion Commandery #36, Knights Templar. 

When President Harding was first elected, Henry learned that the
new President was a musician himself and had previously formed
the Citizens Cornet Band to play at both Republican and
Democratic political rallies, Bro. Harding once having remarked, “I

played every instrument but the
slide trombone and E-flat cornet!”
(www.whitehouse.gov). Moreover,
as a Masonic brother and a fellow
Ohioan, Henry wanted to dedicate
a march to him and wanted it to
be one of his finest compositions.
Thus, Henry wrote to the
President and asked his permis-
sion. Harding, who was well
aware of Fillmore’s talent, did not
hesitate to give his approval.
Finally, on April 28, 1921, the
Fillmore Brothers Company pub-
lished “Men of Ohio” March bear-
ing the inscription: To the
President, Warren G. Harding,
and his staunch loyalists. (Bierley,
p. 62).

“Men of Ohio” has long been a
favorite march in the Aleppo
Brass Band library especially
since our late Bandmaster, Noble

B. Robert Foucht (1936-2013) was born in Zanesville, Ohio, and his brother,
Noble Nelson B. Foucht, is still an Ohio resident and serves as the current
Director of Aladdin Temple’s Dixieland Band in Columbus. Both gentle-
men distinguished themselves as outstanding trombonists, music educa-
tors and inspiring mentors and I deem it a privilege to have served as
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Brass Band Broadcast
By THE BANDMASTER

Noble Henry Fillmore, Jr. as
Bandmaster of Syrian Temple,
Cincinnati.

(Courtesy of Ill. Sir Gary
Caudill, P.P. and Recorder,
Syrian Temple and Syrian
Shrine’s Newsletter, The Shriek)


