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By PAUL WINAM

Forty Years Ago… Once upon an Idea…
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CONCEIVED by a group of like-minded
Shriners, with an interest in History, with
ties to various Companies of Minutemen, and

looking at the then fast approaching Bi-Centennial.
“Hey, let’s start our own Shrine Minuteman
Company; the Town of Wilmington originally had
two independent Companies of Minute, at the start
of hostilities in 1775.”

Nobles, here we are, Forty years later, the care
takers to those Noble’s magnificent idea. A
Company of Minutemen, unique to Shrinedom, rep-
resenting those Noble ideals, of our Masonic forefa-
thers.  Forty Years, and on January 25th, installing
the 2014 Divan members of Aleppo Shrine. Wow!
What a way to start a year. It is Time! Time to
recharge! Time to re-commit to our predecessors, to
support the commitment of our Illustrious Noble,
as he starts his year of commitment to us, to follow
his lead of dedication to our history, to re-double
our efforts in membership, commitment to “Our
Kids,” to revitalizing our “Company,” and to all the
efforts of our Captain, and Officers, to fulfill that
promise, made so long ago  on a Historic Town
Green, not so far away where another band of
Masons stood their ground and said “No” to tyran-
ny, some Two Hundred and Thirty Eight years ago.
What do you say!

The year for that small group of Nobles was 1974,
and we haven’t looked back since. We also didn’t
look back this past Fall with a whole slew of events.
You may see something familiar in the pages of
“The Trowel,” a
proud moment for
our Company,
great picture
guys. Haven’t
seen it? Look at
the most recent
edition from
Grand Lodge. We
then topped that,
if possible, with a
few parades, the
latter one’s in our
New Winter uni-
forms, not too

shabby, and soooooo warm. Especially needed in
North Andover, if you were not there you missed an
incredible time (and need to re-read the first para-
graph of this article). The Captain and Officers of
the Aleppo Minutemen, thanks each and every one
of you, whom made the commitment to that parade,
and Boston’s North End. What a great way to wrap
up 2013. By the way, did anyone notice whom lead
us in the North Andover Parade? Awesome, Great
Job “Private.” 

As of this writer’s deadline, we had not yet trav-
eled to Sturbridge for the Company’s Christmas
outing. I’m sure that a good time was had by all.
2014 will be a whirlwind, with the upcoming
Ceremonial on January 25th, the Potentates Ball
Weekend February 7th thru the 9th. And last but
not least, preparing for our 2014 Parade season.
Starting with pushing those pesky “Lobsta Backs”
off the Green, in Bedford. 

The Captain would like to plan a work party for
the Company’s Unit Room before that happens, to
freshen things up a bit, also to do some need “man-
ual of arms” training, and marching drill. We could
all use a refresher, and the better we look, the more
events we get to take part in, the more help we can
be for our “Kids,” for our Shrine (attract new mem-
bers?), and just simply put, to steal a movie line
“looking good, feeling good,” any Dan Ackroyd fans
out there? Keep watch on your e-mails, or whatev-
er device you use. 

We continue to offer prayers for our extended
family that are
enduring illness,
or loss. Especially
for Judi Perry,
and Lt. Ed
Magiera; May
God keep you in
the palm of his
hand, with his love
surrounding you
in his warmth.
God Bless!

Yours In Faith
“Ole Fart”

WELL, the short days of December are upon us and as the cold
weather and snow approaches another great Aleppo Parade sea-
son is in the books. 

This year the Minutemen marched in 14 Parades, participated in the
January and June Ceremonials, the Shrine Circus in April and Posted the
Colors for the Grand Lodge Quarterly in September. We had a great sum-
mer BBQ and, shortly after this article was written, attended a great
Christmas weekend Event at Sturbridge Mass with an overnight in the
Historic Publick House Inn and a Fireplace Feast at the Historic Salem
Cross Inn. I say that is one heck of a year.

I would like to say a sincere thanks to every member of the Unit for mak-
ing my first year as Captain a successful one. It was indeed a pleasure
marching and serving with all of you.

I hope that I have lived up to the requirements and expectations of the
Past Captains of the unit. It was with a great deal of pride that I attempt-
ed to carry on the great traditions of our unit. Thank you for supporting
me in all of my decisions, good and bad!

I have experienced a great number of things in my life but I rank being
Captain of this small band of Minutemen high on my list of satisfying and
gratifying endeavors.

I now look forward with energy and anticipation to the upcoming parade
year and hope that next year will be as great as this one was.

However, with every great year also comes some sadness, the black
camel claimed two more members of our small band of Minutemen. We bid
farewell to Noble Charles Pace and Noble Robert Galpern, two long-
time and dedicated members of our unit and the Shrine. We all know that
the Celestial Lodge above has been enriched by their presence but still, we
mourn their passing. Rest in Peace my Brothers. 

We are also missing another of our longtime members Noble Ed
Magiera, get well soon Ed we miss your smiling face and the interesting
discussions that you always seem to educate us with, come back to us real
soon!

Thanks to Illustrious Dennis Reebel for a fantastic year. It was a
pleasure serving under your command. 

I am sure next year will bring new and exciting opportunities for us to
better serve the Shrine Children.

Huzza

Ramblings from the Captain

TOP RIGHT PHOTO IS IN
NORTH ANDOVER.

THE OTHERS ARE FROM
THE NORTH END PARADE

IN BOSTON.

By LESTER DAVIS
CAPTAIN COMMANDING


