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Shriners Village is the Web-based community created exclusively for the
Shriners family. Fraternity Members and their Ladies can visit
www.shrinersvillage.com to find information about Shriners Hospitals for
Children®, fraternal programs, membership, temples, Shrine-related
events and breaking news.

THE website contains useful fraternity documents for Nobles to
download, such as the Fez Owners Manual, Membership Toolkit,
Shriner Primer, Shrine Protocol and a pamphlet about the history

of Shriners International. In its short existence, Shriners Village has
become the communication engine for Shriners International.

“Given that there are 325,000 nobles all over the world, Shriners
Village is a fantastic outlet for the fraternity to relay information to its
nobility,” said Jack Jones, executive vice president of Shriners
International. “It is also a great way for Shriners to learn from one anoth-
er so they can help their Temples succeed.”

Shriners Village also has an Events section with information about
Temple fundraisers and other activities. Any registered user has permis-
sion to post an event on the events calendar by clicking on the “Events”
tab and then finding the “Events Calendar” on the left column of the page.
To add an event, use the “Add Event” tab and then click the “Submit
Event” button after the form has been filled out.

The Shriners Village development team will be adding new features to
the website on a regular basis. One of the features will be member pro-
files, where nobles can upload photos and their information similar to
Facebook. This new addition will make it possible for Shriners to find and
contact other members. Also in the works is a new forum feature which
will allow nobles to share ideas and thoughts in a private discussion area.

Visit www.shrinersvillage.com and register so you can be a part of
Shriners’ virtual community.

Become Part of the
Shriners Village Community

www.massfreemasonry.org
Masonic License Plates

SIGN up for your Masonic License plate! Freemasons with registered
automobiles in Massachusetts are encouraged to demonstrate their
pride for the oldest and finest social fraternity in the world by submit-

ting an application for an official license plate. You may download an appli-
cation at www.massfreemasonry.org. Submit your application and a $40
check payable to MassachusettsDOT
to:

Grand Lodge of Massachusetts
Attn: Grand Secretary's Office
186 Tremont Street
Boston, MA 02111
Once we receive 1500 applications,

the plates will go into production. It is
important, therefore, that you encour-
age other members to submit their applications as well if you are interested
in receiving a plate sooner rather than later. A portion of the proceeds will
go to the Masonic Medical Research Laboratory (MMRL) Committee. A sep-
arate application and check must be sent for each automobile one registers.

www.massfreemasonry.org

On December 12, 2013 the Masons marked the fifteenth anniversary of the
Masonic Angel Fund (MAF) which was established at Universal Lodge in
Orleans in 1998. From that seed has grown a national foundation with 156
chapters in 13 states.

Grassroots Beginnings
MAF was born over a Hearth ‘n Kettle dinner shared by Universal Lodge

members John Alden Sherman and Robert Fellows. They were reviewing
the week’s activities with the Masonic Child Identification Program and Mr.
Sherman mentioned his observations about the kids he met in the course of
that school-based program.

Sherman spoke with principals about some of the kids he saw with ill-fitting
clothes, damaged eyeglasses and other noticeable needs. He learned that many
of these children fell through the cracks in the social service system, as their
parents earned too much money to qualify for traditional social service pro-
grams but not enough to provide everything their children need.

The founders did their research and proposed the creation of a “Masonic
Angel Fund” by Universal Lodge in Orleans. The program launched with a
charity auction and banquet that accompanied the annual Christmas obser-
vance of Cape Cod Commandery #54, Knights Templar, raising $3,700. They
immediately contacted school principals in the Nauset region to let them know
assistance was available for children who might be falling through the cracks.

Two weeks later John Sherman received a call from Stony Brook Elementary
School principal Dr. Muriel Lundy. She needed help with two children who
had been burnt out of their home the night before, saving only the clothes they
were wearing. Within an hour, the Masons had provided Dr. Lundy with funds
needed to take the kids shopping. The rest, as they say, is history.

Chapters Form
In 2000 the Masonic Angel Foundation, Inc. was formed to serve as parent

organization for chapters to be sponsored by individual Masonic Lodges. All
Masonic Angel Fund chapters operate under a set of standards that include:

100% of the money raised in a community stays in the community 
100% of the money raised must go to the children 
All requests for assistance must be responded to within one business day 
The Masons do not learn the identity of the children and families they assist.

All referrals must be received from a school professional or a recognized social
service partner agency. 

The sponsoring Masonic Lodge pays all operational expenses for its chapter.
The Foundation receives a modest annual dues from each chapter and has
donors that underwrite its own operating expenses. For fifteen years the MAF
has functioned as a 100% volunteer-operated organization.

Over the next 15 years, 156 chapters opened in 13 states.

$300,000 on Cape Cod
The Masonic Angel Funds on Cape Cod have distributed about $300,000 of

charitable assistance in the past decade.
Every town from Bourne to Wellfleet is covered by a Masonic Angel Fund,

each sponsored by the local Masonic Lodge.

740 Laptops for KidZ and 1,400 Beehive Food packages
In March 2010 the MAF established the Laptops for KidZ project to provide

refurbished computers for schools to send home with students who need access
to a laptop outside school hours. A team of volunteers makes necessary repairs
to donated computers and configures them with a fresh Windows license the

Foundation obtains as a non-profit member of the Microsoft Registered
Refurbisher Program. Laptops for KidZ has delivered over 740 laptops to
schools across the Cape and Southeastern Massachusetts – all absolutely free
of charge. These refurbished computers represent a fair market value of
approximately $225,000.

In the spring of 2012 the Beehive Food Program was established as yet
another Foundation project. Beehive provides a monthly supplemental food
package to families identified by school staff. Beehive recently delivered its
1,400th food package.

Grass Roots is Better
Cape Cod Today has chronicled the work of the Masonic Angel Fund for its

entire existence. Time and again, we come back to MAF’s rule that “all the
money raised goes to the kids” and remark how refreshing it is to see a grass-
roots program, entirely operated by volunteers, that time and again steps up
to help the children in their community.

The Masonic Angel Fund is as traditional a community charity as one can
find. As MAF’s own literature says, “Since 1733 American Freemasons have
provided benevolent assistance to their neighbors. The Masonic Angel Fund is
a natural evolution of that centuries-old commitment to Masons serving their
fellow man.”

For more information on the MAF visit their websites www.masonicangel-
fund.org, www.laptopsforkidZ.org and www.beehivefood.org.

Hyannis West
Elementary School
social worker
Jennifer Malone
(left) and principal
Kathi Amato (right)
with one of the 29
Laptops for KidZ
computers the school
received from the
Masonic Angel Fund
this year. HyWest also
receives 15 MAF
Beehive Food
Packages each month. 

Masonic Angel Fund Has Grown To
156 Chapters in 13 States by its

15th Anniversary
MAF is a locally created grass-roots program, entirely run by
volunteers where “all the money raised goes to the kids"


