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BILLERICA -- Cars creep down Biscayne Drive
in Billerica, checking out countless Santas,
Rudolphs, sea serpents, snowmen and angels. The
cars, packed full with ecstatic kids, then stop at the
driveway, as passengers toss dollars and coins into
the donation box. 

This extravagant Christmas-light display at the
Lossman house at 26 Biscayne Drive may have
"gone overboard," according to Eddie Lossman,
but the family is using its elaborate display to raise
money for a worthy cause this holiday season. 

Last year, the Billerica family raised almost $900
for the Aleppo Shriners Children's Transportation
Fund through the light display, and the Lossman
family is back for round two this December.

"We love Christmas, and if we can help somebody
out, then all the merrier," said Eddie, 45. "Anything
that will help a kid, we love to do. It's all about the
kids." 

For the past 19 years, Eddie and his family have
decorated the home for Christmas. Three years ago,
Eddie said they took it to a new level by adding tens
of thousands of lights. At the same time, they also
started to raise money for charities. 

They initially did a fundraiser for a friend whose
son was killed in Afghanistan, but they decided to

mix it up and raise funds for Shriners last year.
Their friend, Paul Agostino, is chairman of the
Aleppo Shriners Children's Transportation Fund,
and the Lossman family chose to donate to the
cause. 

"We were brainstorming ideas, and when Paul
approached us with the Shriners, it sounded like a
great idea," said Cindy, 44. "We're fortunate
enough to have healthy children, and we want to
help out the ones who are less fortunate." 

Agostino, of Wilmington, said the funds will help
transport injured children whose families are
unable to get them to the hospital. He said the
Shriners fly in children from around the world and
drive children across Massachusetts to get treat-
ment. 

Agostino also takes part in the Lossman light dis-
play by dressing up as Santa on the weekends.
During the next three weekends -- Dec. 7 and 8, 14
and 15, 21 and 22 -- Santa will hand out candy
canes and take pictures with kids on Biscayne
Drive, while families donate to the transportation
fund. 

"Thank you to all the people who come by (to the
Lossmans) for their generosity," Agostino said. "As
Santa, it's always fun to see healthy kids. It's nice
to see the kids just be kids." 

Santa will be there on the Saturdays and
Sundays from 5 p.m. until families stop coming. 

The Lossman light display is on from 5 to 10 p.m.
every night of the holiday season. With the house
around the corner from the John F. Kennedy
Elementary School, many students tell their par-
ents that they need to check out the house at night,
according to Eddie. 

"We always see a lot of coins in the donation box.
Kids are emptying out their piggy banks," Eddie
said. "A lot of people from the neighborhood come
by, and we hope to get a lot of people from around
town and surrounding towns. 

"There's always many adults who come up and
say it brings them back to their childhood," he
added. "Some people think we're out of our minds
with all the lights, but we love it." 

In addition to the lit-up Santas, reindeer, ginger-
bread men, Disney characters, frogs and dolphins,
they play Christmas tunes in the background.

Eddie said it takes about seven weeks to prepare
for the display, making sure all the lights are work-
ing. 

"We like Christmas, as you can see," Cindy said.
"We're known as the Christmas house on
Halloween. Everyone trick-or-treating always asks
when the lights are going up. 

"So to entertain people with the lights and raise
money for a great cause is a perfect combo," she
added. 

For more information on the Aleppo Shriners
Children's Transportation Fund, visit www.alep-
poshriners.com. 

Follow Rick Sobey on Twitter and Tout
@rsobeyLSun.

In Billerica, Bright Lights, Big Hearts

THE HOME of Cindy and Eddie Lossman at
26 Biscayne Drive in Billerica is lit up for the
season, with the family raising money at the
elaborate display this year for the Aleppo
Shriners Children's Transportation Fund.
Sun photos/Bob Whitaker

Cindy and Eddie Lossman at their colorful
home. “We love Christmas, and if we can help
somebody out, then all the merrier,” says Ed.

By RICK SOBEY, 
RSOBEY@LOWELLSUN.COM

PATRICK was named Assistant Director of the
Directors Staff this year.  He will be working
with a great group of members of the Staff.  He

is a hard worker for the Belmont Department of
Public Works.  Has two daughters 10 & 13 years old
and a great wife Elizabeth. 

We in the Directors Staff are looking forward to his
leadership and hard work ethic he brings to the staff.
We are all looking forward to the years to come in the
Directors Staff and having him on the board with us.

The Directors Staff adds to its New Leadership
By J. STEVE DALRYMPLE.

DIRECTOR, DIRECTOR STAFF

NEW ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
VINCENT PATRICK NESTOR IIIBackground:

•   Joined in 1993:  20 Years in the Masons, Lynnfield-zetland /
Life membership at Lodge

•   Joined the Aleppo in 1996/with the Director Staff/
Life membership at Aleppo

•   Lives/ Woburn Mass


