
remember that just as with Lodge, Shrinedom has
to become a “habit” first. That is why keeping track
of candidates is important.

So what’s the alternative? Well, that’s an easy
one, because we have seen that particular alterna-
tive already. If we were getting the sort of candi-
date numbers we used to get, there would be no
need for a “5K No Way” campaign. We want quali-
ty over quantity, for sure, but we have a huge com-
mitment to the Hospitals that we cannot meet ade-
quately without having lots of dedicated Shriners
out and about helping us to fulfill our mission
statement. So, please, just make mention of upcom-
ing events at your Lodge meetings – that’s why we
have Shrine Ambassadors.

As many of you know, there is always a Hospital
presentation for the Candidates and their Ladies.
This year, Noble Connie Calliontzis, one of our
hospital volunteers in Boston, did that presenta-
tion. I think the key statement he made was that
our endowment only covers 40% of the operating
budget for the hospital system, and the other 60%
is money raised by Shriners.

This, too, begs the question: what’s the alterna-
tive? The alternative is the shutdown of 22 hospi-
tals that provide to patients who otherwise could
die, not to mention the research done at the hospi-
tals that ends up benefiting many other patients at
other hospital around the world. This is not simple
disfigurement and the attendant quality of life
issues that go along with that. This is about serious
lifesaving procedures that will not be able to be per-
formed because there are no hospitals. This is not a
question of economic downturn, either. The first
Shriners Hospital was founded in 1922, lasted
through the Great Depression, and it is still here
almost 90 years later. We have always found a way
to keep the hospitals going, and we must continue
to do so.  Failure is not an alternative.

Getting back to the events of the day, I believe
that the hospital video was new this year or last –
it features Greg Gumbel (the sportscaster) and
Carrie Holmstrom (a former Shriners patient
and current Ambassador. I think the celebrity
aspect is good, because it allows for mass appeal,
and there’s no better sense of accomplishment than
to see a patient succeed and tell you the viewer in
his or her own words that they owe their entire
lives to what we do at Shriners.

That’s a big responsibility. As a matter of fact, we
are told throughout the day in different ways that
the reputation of the Shrine is entrusted to us as
new Candidates (and future Nobles). Sometimes,
however, everyone needs to be reminded of that.
Attending Ceremonials is not just some time out of
your day; it is a way to be reminded of what it is you
do. In the grand scheme of things, even the most
active of the Nobility is working in a small sphere:
as individuals, we deal with one or two hospitals,
one Shrine Center, one area of the jurisdiction, and
so forth. It is easy to forget we have close to 200
Shrine Centers all over this country, and the world.
It is easy to forget there are 22 hospitals. Therefore,
it is very easy to forget the size of the task in which
we are engaged.

After the First Section, ably directed by Noble
Harlan Woods, and superbly well-done by a cast
of thousands (well, eight), the portion of the pro-
gram in the Auditorium proper began, and we got
to see quite a bit of the size of the task in which we
are engaged donations to the Aleppo Shriners
Children’s Transportation Fund were received by
the Potentate, Illustrious John E. Grant, Jr., from
the Director’s Staff as the result of the Country-
Western Night, the Fire Brigade, the Stewards, the
Ragtops, and the North Shore, Cape Cod, and
Worcester County Shrine Clubs.

A further video pres-
entation was shown,

about two patients, Kate and Alissa. Kate was a
burns patient, and Alissa an orthopedic patient.
Their stories were told, and in an interesting twist,
there was what is most easily called a “Patient Pen
Pal’ program, so the two of them were communicat-
ing with each other, as well. Kate and her mother
were in the audience, and they both spoke to the
assembled Nobles.

Kate’s mother spoke about many things; support
at the hospital, quality of treatment, and so forth,
but she very much emphasized the sheer gratitude
that she felt for what Shriners did for her daughter.
Kate herself then got up to speak, and unequivocal-
ly stated that Shriners changed her life in so many
positive ways.  

I’ll leave you to ponder the alternative.
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