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The Shriners
Swing Band

Available for ALL:

Shrine • Shrine Club
and Masonic functions.

PROCEEDS SUPPORT THE

SHRINERS BURNS HOSPITAL.

Contact Dick Fink at 617-966-4100
email: don.rich4@rcn.com

Jackson & Phoenix
Constables & Process Servers

434 Chelsea Street
East Boston, MA 02128

Phone: 617-569-4588
Fax: 617-569-7257

Pager: 617-798-5361

Authorized to serve Civil Process in Suffolk County, Boston and
Vicinity. Also the areas of Charlestown, Dorchester,

East Boston, Hyde Park, Jamaica Plain, Mattapan, Roslindale,
Roxbury, South Boston, and West Roxbury. Notary Public.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

EDWARD A. SHERMAN, III

EDWARD A. SHERMAN, III, P.C. TEL. 800-585-7605
LYNNFIELD WOODS OFFICE PARK 781-599-8800
220 BROADWAY, SUITE 104 FAX 781-581-9102
LYNNFIELD, MA 01940 EMAIL: EASTHREE@AOL.COM
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NOTHER year and many won-
derful memories. As the Swing
Band enters its 35th year we

look forward to performing for many
of your functions. 

There are so many people behind
the scenes that make this happen,
that I would probably leave out many
names. All I can say is that I am so
fortunate to have such a great group
of friends and talented musicians sur-
rounding me. They make me look
good. Without their dedication and
professional attitude there would be
no Swing Band.

This vision was put into place with
its initial core of musicians. Jack
Austin (trombone) my sounding
board and assistant and Treasurer
took over his fathers, John Austin
(trombone), responsibilities. Alan
Downey (trumpet) also continues his

Fathers,
R o n
Downey,
tradition
p l a y i n g
trumpet. Dick
Fink (trumpet
and director)
continues the tra-
dition of his Dad,
Harry Fink (trumpet).

The talented musicians
donate their talent and time FREE.
All donations received from our per-
formances is donated to the Aleppo
Transportation Fund and the Shriner
Burns Hospital.

Please consider the Swing Band for
your next event.

DICK FINK
E-MAIL don.rich4@rcn.com
Phone: 617-966-4100

A
Swing Band Notes

E-MAIL THE ALEPPO NEWS AT:
alepponews@alepposhriners.com

HEN asked about his path to becoming the Director of Volunteer
Services, Bob dryly remarked “I often wonder myself how I managed
that.”

It all began in the late 60’s when Bob was working as a programmer analyst
with computers so large that they took up entire rooms. As a member of the
Data Management Processing Association he met a colleague and they became
great friends. His friend, Sal Russo, moved out of state for a number of years
and when Bob ran into him again in the 80’s he was not only the Potentate of
Aleppo Shrine, but was also the Administrator of Shriners Hospital in Boston.
As Bob phrases it, he was “ordered” to become a Shriner, and the minute he
became a Shriner Sal said, “Okay, now that you are a Shriner you will also be
a hospital volunteer!” And so it was that Bob began volunteering one over
night shift per month doing patrol as a member of the volunteer security crew
at the hospital. He would work all night and then head out to his fulltime day
job.

In 2000, Bill Eckerson, the then Director of Volunteer Services, asked Bob
to be his assistant. Four months after Bob began in that role, Bill came in one
day and told Bob, “Congratulations. I just resigned. You are the new director.”
“I won’t tell you what I said to that,” Bob added.

All joking aside, Bob Tibbetts is a man who has a history of stepping up to
the plate, a willingness to work hard and a commitment to Shriners hospital
that has spanned nearly twenty years. He volunteers his time to serve as the
part-time Director of Volunteer Services, and is often accompanied by his wife
Emily who also volunteers at the hospital.

Bob oversees over 40 Shriners volunteers who conduct tours for families and
guests, staff the mailroom, and provide transportation services for families. In
addition, the office sells clothing and other merchandize. Funds raised from
these efforts support special needs at SHC. Most recently, money collected
went to the purchase of t-shirts for the children’s holiday party.

When asked what motivates the volunteers, he offered this, “As Dr. Donelan
said in the 40th anniversary video, this is a happy place. I have said that to
many people over the years and they look at me like I am crazy. But we do
enjoy what we do. In some small way, we are helping the staff to accomplish
their jobs of getting our ‘kids’ and their families back to a normal life.
Watching their progress over months and years never ceases to amaze us.
How many times have families walked up to us and thanked us for all that we
do? How many times have families from other parts of the globe greeted us
like long lost friends when they return for further treatment? How many times
do we get off the elevator and are greeted by a ‘high five’ right off the knee cap?
To be part of this endeavor is something we will not forget.”

And so, Bob Tibbetts’ quiet humility, leadership, hard work ethic and sheer
dedication to the patients and mission of the hospital are commendable.
Thank you to Bob and all the Shriners for their tireless efforts to support our
hospital.

Bob Tibbetts,
Director of Volunteer Services,

In His 20th Year of Service

W
By THE SHRINE VINE – BOSTON

A NEW MEMBER of the Swing Band came into the world recently. New
band member John Lavoie and his wife Cheryl are happy to announce
the arrival of Benjamin Thomas Lavoie at 3:21 pm on 11/30/10 –
exactly one week early.  He weighed 7 pounds, 13 ounces and was 21" long.
He's a good eater and a good sleeper – they are incredibly lucky!!!  Mom,
Dad and Baby are all doing well!

Happy Holidays!


